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PANORAMA LAND

From our good Canadian neighbor,
To Sunny old Spokane.

From the San Poil valley,

Back to the Idaho line.

There's a little piece of heaven.

A paradise to man.

A section of our great country,

It's Panorama Land.

It's a land of beautiful rivers.

The Kettle is one of them.

The Pend Oreille and the San Poil,
The Colville and Spokane;

And they join the great Columbia
Backed up the Coulee Dam.

We call it Lake Roosevelt,

The pride of Uncle Sam.

. There are beautiful farms and timber.
And mountains and valleys too.
The streams are as clear as a crystal,
And the skies are a deeper blue.
You can fish for the trout or the sturgeon,
And hunt the deer and the bear.
If you want to go skating or skiing,
You'll find it all out there.

There are lakes for boating and swimming,
With beaches of pure clean sand.

And towns full of friendly people,

Willing to give you a hand.

There's about ten thousand square miles,
In this great beautiful land.

There’s work and recreation,

In Panorama Land.

From “'A Collection of Poems™ by Leonard Sedl.
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Song

“Northport, Washington™
There’s a town in Northern Washington; I'm
sure you've heard about before; it’s the first
town in the U.S.A. that's on the Columbia
River Shores.

It's the beautiful town of Northport where
the folks are all so grand; they are just
downright friendly and greet you with a
welcome hand; | know that once you meet
them you will understand, what makes them
all so wonderful; and why they're the best
folks in the land.

The scenic Mountain Beauty‘ that surrounds
this beautiful town; no matter where in the
west you go is nowhere to be found.

Beautiful Northport, Washington, where the
Mighty Columbia River; flows right past
your door, all the way across this beautiful
State; to the Great Pacific Shore.

(Sung to the tune of ""Wabash Cannonball”’
By George E. Jacobson
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HORIZARD

By Patrick J. Graham

It was Saturday after Thanksgiving, 1946,
that this writer arrived in Northport to
spend a most memorable six months. It was
just after World War II and everyone was
trying again to settle into the life that they
had dreamed of during the war years.

My father, Charles Graham, had spent 16
years on the Portland Oregonian. He, with

yard.

When school did start, this transplant was
busy into everything. About the third day of
school a rehearsal was called at night for a
talent show. After the rehearsal I was
invited by Walt Johnson to ride with him to
take Cliff Rice home to Marble.

On the way back, about two miles out of
Marble, we had a flat tire. Tires and tubes

veseeeness 200 my mother Rosanna Graham, had both quit  were still short, even one year after the war,
R— their jobs, sold our home in Portland and and Walt had no spare. So we walked back
seesessesss m struck out like so many looking for a new to Northport. .
"""""" life. This writer was then a junior in high Memories are vivid about that evening. It
------- ;:: school and it was decided I was to come to was a few degrees above zero. The night
""" 217 Northport to live with my aunt and uncle, Wwas clear and the snow sparkled. It was a
""""" * Les and Margaret Clark. far cry from the Portland rain. It was a new
““““ :;; They also were finding a new life, as Les adventure.
Tesnnaseeee 232 Clark had quit his job in Canada and they My father, before sending me north had
....... o had sold their home there. They came to Prepared me well for the climate with a
B Northport to build Clark’s Service & Motel. heavy coat, stocking cap, gloves and
""" - Their back-up for this young high schooler, ‘‘8aloushes.” It was a warm, steady pace
------- . 238 was my grandfather and grandmother, Pat that Walt and I kept up back to Northport.
W and Grace Graham at Boundary. Of course Not ‘one car passed us going either
"W 2 they had their hands full with another high  direction.
257 school junior, Bob Graham, who, though my The only habitation we saw was a light on
258 uncle, is six months younger than I. at Stewart Browns sawmill. I didn’t know
283 . . Duane, Dale and Dorene Brown then, or we
268 Bob and I and a third party, Glenn Hall, certainly would have stopped and asked for
e became an inseparable trio during the first a ride.
S part of 1947. After many years now, I feel The walk truly awakened my thoughts,
T s both my aunt and uncle and grandfather that I had started a new life.
e 285 and grandmother did their best with us, but ‘
i 287 we were a little hard to handle. Memories are vivid of those months at
o 289 It was a case of a big city boy coming to  Northport high. The basketball team that
s 292 the little town. Leaving a high school of two  won its way to district and was so excited

thousand plus students to one of 48 was
traumatic to say the least.

School was out in Northport when I
arrived. John L. Lewis, the famed union
leader of the coal miners had called a
national strike and since the school heating
system used coal, of which they had none,
school was out. During the next six months
the students enjoyed two other extended
vacations, one week for mud vacation and
another when the town’s water system line
from Deep Creek broke above the smelter

that they left the uniforms in a suitcase on
the porch of coach Weston Wilsing. We
borrowed uniforms from the college for the
first game.

Crystal Harworth, our English teacher,
who always let Bob and I sit together and
correct each others papers. We did well in
her class.

Ralph Ruehlman, superintendent, whose
temper we constantly tempted, until one
day he threatened to kick both Bob and me
out of school.

vII




Captain and Francis Langdon, parents of
our classmate and number one (if they had
one then), woman libber Ruth. It was their
home where we usually met for parties, etc.
It was Francis and Ruth, whom the trio
picked on when there wasn’t anything else
to do.

These are memories. Just like this book is
a vast collection of memories.

In June 1947 I left Northport, but I doubt
that part of my heart has ever left there.
Luckily, my father and mother found the
Colville Examiner for sale and purchased it
in February 1947. When school was out in
Northport, I was called to Colville to go to
work.

Later we combined the Colville Examiner
with the Statesman-Examiner and since
1947 have been Colville’s weekly newspaper
publishers. It was through this position that
I've watched Northport’s Over Forty Club
strive to get this history published for the
past two years. In October 1980, we joined
forces. At that time it was to be a book of
about 200 pages. As you can see it grew.

Even today there is talk of a second book,
because many people, many stories, many
pictures were missed. But the collecting
had to be brought to a halt, or this book
never would have become a reality.

A second book is needed. -

As you read this book, you will no doubt
find fault with itsgrammatical presentation.
It was felt that it was best to proceed in the
fashion as presented, since the true flavor of
community would best be served that way.

Others may criticize and wish to correct
some of the many people’s interpretations
of a happening or their re-collection of
names and places. Let us not forget, this is

not a factual history, but a collection of
happenings years ago. To remember back,
when you reach a certain age, is a hard
task. To err, is only to be human in God’s
image.

Spearheading this book was Lucile Rowe,
Anna Paparich and Ida Heritage, with
whom we worked and Edith Rowe McNinch.
Edith was a school mate of mine and whose
many hours pulled the fine threads together
80 we could go to press.

Julie Leland, helped early coordination of
the book, working with the Over Forty Club
through the R.S.V.P. office of the Rural
Resource Development in Colville.

Much of the book was typed by the
journalism class headed by Gary
Weissenfels. Able helpers were Eileen Sell,
Anita Leewright, Becky Smith, Shirley
Lewis, Stephanie Lott and Scott Plank.

Two other major contributors were
Sharon Jones, Statesman-Examiner North-
port correspondent, whose ‘Real People”
were features not only for the newspaper,
but this book. A previous writer for the
Statesman-Examiner, Evelyn Matesa, also
added her energetic talent including
securing the story and pictures from the
book ‘“‘Ghost Towns of Washington,’”” from
Superior Publishing of Seattle and the
books’ author, Lambert Florin of Portland,
Ore.

But most of all it was the effort of the
Northport Over Forty Club, whose
members without any previous experience
took on the task of collecting the Northport
community’s history.

This book is theirs, for your enjoyment.
Read on and may memories of the past
warm your heart.

VIII
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Chapter 1

NORH D RITEH TS ORY,

Evans and Allen

The first thoughts of a town at the present
site of Northport were formed when Austin
Corbin, railroad builder-businessman, de-
cided to extend his line from Spokane north
into British Columbia. The country along
the Columbia River was not settled very
heavily, the greater number being in the
Kettle Falls area where the old Forts and
Fur-trading Posts were in the early days,

1820-1865. However, there were some
homesteaders along the river in the
vicinity. ‘“‘Onion Creek’” Jack Reynolds
lived at the mouth of Onion Creek, and
another party had homesteaded the (later)
Smelter site. There was a settlement at the
mouth of the Pend Oreille river now known
as Boundary. This was the meeting place of
the fur trappers, hunters and miners. Each
year they held a big party. The account of
the last one in 1886 was written by the owner
of the hotel at Boundary. His account tells of
the settling of the country by homesteaders.
This upset the trappers and hunters, and no
doubt the Indians. There were homestead-
ers along the Mill Creek Valley and even
into the Deep Creek valley, but they were
scattered and the roads were only trails.
Billy Hughes, later the Editor of the
Northport News and one of the first
founders of Northport, told of talking with
Austin Corbin in Spokane about the railroad
and what Corbin intended to do. Hughes
states that he (Hughes) had sold his paper
at Los Gatos, Calif., and was looking for a
place to start again. He had a pioneer spirit
and liked to be in on the beginning of
things. He decided to move up the Columbia
and look the situation over. The railroad
then was as far as Little Dalles, which was a
settlement with a Post Office.
Little Dalles was ten miles below
Northport. It was there because there was

no through traffic on the Columbia by boat
between Neison and Kettle Falls. The boats
could not navigate the narrow cascades of
the Dalles, so they tied up at Little Dalles
and portaged around it. A store and saloon
was owned by Cy Townsend, and Hughes
reported it was quite a lively place. He said
of the July 4th celebration, 1892:

“A dance was held at Little Dalles
Saturday night that was a great affair. Cy
Townsend moved his counters back and
made room for the dancers. At midnight an
elegant supper was served by Purty O’Hare
who owned the boarding house. The table
groaned under a load of temptingly cooked
viands of all kinds. At each end of the table,
and in the middle were choice watermelons.
Cakes, pies, meats, were abundant on every
part of the long table, M. F. Hull of
Northport displayed his musical ability on
the violin, while others played French harp
and bass violin. They appeared a little
bashful at the start because they had not
played recently, but before quitting time
they had it down great. They could dash off
Arkansas Traveler, Hoe Down Moll, Dance
With the Gal with the Hole in her Stocking,
and Gliding Down De Lane Wid Molly, and
other popular numbers in real style.”

Although the railroad did not reach
Northport until the Fall of 1892, Billy
Hughes was here in the spring (late March)
with his paper all set and waiting for the
coming of the road. He tells of his coming in
this way:

“A small but new newspaper plant, with
Prouty Power Press, had been hauled by
wagon and ox team from Little Dalles and
established in the new printing office. The
roads were thick with stumps, some of
which had to be cut out to get through, but a
man named Bishop who had a place on the




river flat (Bishop’s Eddy) was game to
bring in the press.”

At that time there was only a small colony
on the river bank at Northport. The boat
took passengers from Little Dalles and
Northport to Nelson, there to join with the
CPRR. The first issue of ‘The Northport

News’ was published July 4, 1892.
The first of ‘““The Northport News’’ (July 4,

1892) reported:

““The contract for extending the Spokane
Falls and Northern railroad to Northport
has been let and work has begun. This will
be a great boom to the mining camps at
Sheep Creek, Trail Creek and Metaline, to
which good wagon roads are to be made. It
seems strange to us that some hotel man
has not accepted the liberal offer of the
Northport Townsite Co. to erect a hotel. A
bonus of $2,000 worth of lots is offered to
erect a suitable building and operate it for
guests. The country is already beginning to
swarm with people, we understand that our
excellent fishing and hunting will attract
many families from Spokane this summer,
and a good hotel would attract many more.”

In the latter part of May, 1892, articles of
incorporation were filed by D. C. Corbin and
E. J. Roberts, the former the President and
the latter the chief engineer of the Spokane
Falls and Northern Railroad. In a quiet and
undemonstrative way they had been
designing the town for nearly a year. It was
without a railroad, but had lots of hope.
Quoting the News of July 11:

“The Citizens of Northport live high on
game, fresh vegetables and fish, all at
reasonable prices. Venison can be had any
day for five cents a pound. Onion Creek
Jack has a bountiful garden whose produce
he brings to town for use of the people.

The clearing of several streets in
Northport, the contract for which was taken
by the Rounds  Bros., was finished last
week. The cord wood from the clearing was
piled up on the water front and will be used
by the Columbia and Kootenai Steam
Navigation Co. It amounts to 281 cords.
These gentlemen showed great industry and
skill in cutting the large trees and clearing

up the brush under this contract.”

The same issue of the News reports on
‘“‘reception committee’s:"’

“Indian police are thicker than flies
around a molasses barrel along the river on
the Reservation, guarding that coveted land
against the ‘“‘Sooners” who are arriving
before Uncle Sam gives them permission.”

At this time, all the land across the river
to the boundary north was Indian
Reservation. The government did open it
for settlement, but not until about 1900.
People were anxious to get in to prospect
and mine it at the time Northport was
settled. The Indians did not take kindly to
the settlement of Northport. So many people
were flooding in and roads being built on
both sides of the river, especially to the
newly discovered gold mines in the British
Columbia area. The IXL gold mine was on
this side of the mountains and was very
rich, and they wanted to ship their ores out
at Northport. The Indians made angry
demonstrations against these changes.

Even though the railroad did not come as
quickly as had been promised the people
kept coming in, and several business houses
were being erected. The first merchants
had much courage and faith to bet their all
on what would be. The boat landing was just
below Smelter Eddy, and most of the
business places centered just below it.

The Northport News reported in July 1892,
on progress made —

“T. L. Savage, Inspector of Customs has
erected a business on Columbia Ave., and is
now conducting a general merchandise
business. His stock is as large as any in the
county, and includes mining supplies of all
kinds, grocerles and provisions; dry goods,
notions, clothing and gent’s furnishings. In
fact everything a person needs in a new
country. Mr, Savage has done the sensible
thing by putting his prices down to the
lowest possible notch, as he will not only sefl
more goods, but keep the trade and money
in Northport. His business will be known as
‘The Northport Trading Co.’ This is the first
store in Northport.”




”

ports on

\an tlies
rriver on
eted land

arriving
alssion.”

the river

Indian

open it
ut  1900.
prospect
ort was
tindly to
y people
built on
y to the
» British
* was on
as very
ores out
: angry
ges.
ome as
' P e
sh S
‘rchants
their all
vas just

of the
v it.

ily 1892,

'‘ms has
,and is
1andise
v in the
s of all
goods,
ngs. In
a new
ensible
to the
aly sell
money
own as
1e first

PRV
ot Smeah # .

o

Believed to be a picture of this first
building built, where Northport now stands.
About 1876.

e
VAL
AR T

%

%

ARIVAL OF Spokane Falls and
Northern No. 5 at the Northport Depot on

June 15, 1897,




The railroad also brought work and
workers. In August the News reported:

“Mr. Smith has secured the contract for
supplying the Railroad Ceo. with wood and
ties. It will all be cut in and around
Northport, and 15 or 20 men will be
employed. The wages will not be high
enough to make a millionaire of a man, but
from $1.50 to $2.20 a day can be made. We
understand that a hundred thousand ties
will be cut here.”

One of the great draw-backs to Northport
was the lack of a way to get across the river
to the Indian Reservation, and thence to the
mines opening on the other side to the
Canadian Border. The News reports on
August 4, 1892:

‘“‘One drawback to Northport is not having
a ferry. We now have a dozen or more trips

a day across the river with a rowboat to

bring the people over who wish to trade, and
anyone who knows the swiftness of the
Columbia can appreciate the hard work
necessary to do this. A good ferry would be
a paying institution from the start.”

This must have troubled more than one
person there, for on Sept. 5 the News
included this item:

“A.K. Ogilvie and M. F. Hull have taken
a contract for building Mr. Abram’s Ferry
boat and will start work on it today. It will
be 40-feet long by 14 wide. The material to
be used is half cedar and half pine. It is
expected it will be completed about the time
the railroad arrives.”

On Sept. 26, 1892 the first ferry crossing
was successfully made, although the
Indians threatened to fence the Trail Creek
road. The controversy with the Indians kept
on and on, with some stealing and
road-blocking, until at last the Indians
stated they would have to have half of the
gross proceeds of the ferry in cash or they
would not let it run. It took the Indian
Agents some time to help Messrs. Abrams
and Roush to clear matters, but still the
Indians wouldn’t believe they couldn’t
collect, and they threatened to take the boat
captive. The News did not take kindly to this

D. C. Corbin who brought the Spokane
Falls and Northern Railroad to Northport
giving rise to the town.

controversy, but it was finally settled
though the terms are not outlined.

“Trains are now running regularly into

Northport and the citizens are correspond-
ingly happy. Sunday was the eventful day,
and the sight of E. J. Roberts, the energetic
Chief Engineer of the Spokane Falls and
Northern Railway, clothed in a long ulster
and a regulation broad-rimmed hat,
walking with slow and majestic tread and
commanding mien, gave his orders in a
clear and forcible voice to a large gang of
men who were following him, putting ties in
their proper places and laying rails, with
the construction train slowly moving along
behind, was a pleasing sight, and one that
will never be forgotten by the pioneers of
Northport, the future mining, milling,
smelting and agricultural City of
Northeastern Washington.
..When the passenger train arrived on
Tuesday, the town was filled with people,
and even the most chronic growler declared
Northport’s prosperity was assured.”
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farm that once stood nearby. A piece of the
railroad just appears in the lower left of the

picture.
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At last the Editor of the News was
satisified. He had kept the town alive and
the people cheered up until the railroad
arrived and brought with it the prosperity
that lasted for a while.

‘It has been the lot of Northport to have
some highs and just as many lows. During
my time here I have seen both,’’ says Carrie
Allen, “but the Editor of the News never
gave up. He was the most optimistic man I
ever met, and not really appreciated by the
people of the town. It was a great loss when
he had to give up the paper and leave in the
late 1930's. The memories of association
with Billy Hughes are wonderful.”

‘“Here are a few of the high spots, a few
firsts: Now with a railroad and people
coming in, the matter of a school came to
the fore. On Oct. 17, 1892 the News carried
this item:

“A meeting of the citizens of Northport
was held in the News office, for the purpose
of letting Thomas Nagle, County Supt. hear
the reasons why he should allow a school
district for Northport. Mr. Nagle called the
meeting to order and several people gave
their reasons, the principal one being that
some thirty children of school age were
already in the vicinity, and several more
were on their way from California and
elsewhere. Mr. Nagle allowed the formation
of the District and F. E. Scriver, A. Bishop
and W, M. Blake were chosen as Directors,
along with W. F. Case as Clerk. Mr, Blake
was the father of the first boy born in
Northport.”

When 1893 was ushered in, Northport was
a full fledged town with a railroad, a
mercantile establishment, several saloons,
a dance hall and a hotel, the International.
It was a hard winter with some three feet of
snow, but a lively place, nonetheless. In
January the News reports:

“A lady of elegant leisure has rented four
bedrooms and a parlor over a business
place on Columbia Ave., and will leave for
Spokane tomorrow to lay in a supply of
girls. Notwithstanding the rush and roar
and bubble of life in Northport, there has not
been a shooting or a highway robbery for

weeks, Occasionally two men may be heard
on the streets expressing their opinions of
each other in language more forcible than
elegant.”

In February 1893, the Editor noted that
the weather had been extremely cold and
the snow a good three-feet on the level, so
business was stagnant. It is hard to believe
that people lived then in houses just quickly
thrown up. No streets were ever plowed out,
no electricity thus no street lights, no
telephone, and of course, no radio or TV,
Water was sold for 25 cents a barrel. It is not
difficult to see the impact small matters
had on these people. So Billy Hughes
reported that the people swarmed to the
saloons where counters and tables were
pushed back, and everybody danced,
sometimes for two days straight, with many
staying as long as five days. The weather
was a governing factor. Again from the
News:

“Northport was plagued by many fires, the
first big one being on May 8, 1888. The
first really big fire in the Town started in a
small building in the rear of the Eagan
Saloon. The saloon was consumed, followed
by Big Bend Co. store; Mrs. Eagan’s
restaurant, Jerry Spellman’s saloon, Cy
Townsend saloon and lodging house, the
O’Hare and Kilerman restaurant and Meat
Market, Col. Willian Pinkston lodging house
and some smaller buildings. This was a real
disaster, but with jerry-built log houses and
frame buildings, with no water supply,
there was no stopping the fire.”

From the impact of these fires Northport
recovered quickly, why one would hardly
know. There were many more fires, but the
most disastrous was on July 29, 1914 when
the whole central business block burned and
was never re-built. This was a low spot from
which the Town really never fully
recovered.

The process of getting a Post Office is
interesting. With the coming of the railroad
to Northport the town of Little Dalles was
deserted. Cy Townsend who had owned the
general store, saloon and Post Office there
(all combined) knew it was coming and
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The ciuzens of Borhpors » for the Munroe Bros He boards Wm J O'Connor. who lived for{ The Gladstone had a surplus of —_ FISH IN SEASON

makiog a just complaint about the
water haulers getting their supply
fram below the town instead of
sh ve, where it Is free from impuri-
tiee  The sewage all flows into the
siver, and must necessarily causethe
~uter helow Che place to be full of
prsetiouR matter
.
Kurs hputtstands second lwTacoma
vapeeris kn this customs disteict
¢t the year 1896 and third in the
tet nf exporis  kor the mwonth of
e mher Northport was «econd in
hath imports and exports  For the
46, Vear Lhe vapnrts trom that port
anamnted to $1 180,068 Who suys
the aorthern trade isu't worth cul
w attng?—Spokane Chronidle

-

<MeLTFR Fok Nomrmeora --The
R wnland Record say~ ‘The deal
gor that part of the wownsite of
N rthiport known as Bishop's farm
« Muntreal and Toroato capitalists
tun heen concluded  These wen
hsve aircady ommenced the pre
fntn iy organization of a compdny
o aes ot A mithion dollar smelter that
a1 haudie 10 000 tans of ore daily
Whi - iL I certdain that the properts
ba~ thanged hands, no avthentiv
epirt has heed received ad to the

with the John J Tlenpessy family
and <ays n0 one can prepiure a more
appetizing meal thun Mrs Henpessy

A K Tharp writes Heory E
Hutchinson that he ls eagayed in
the shuemaker business in Republic
Hls wife died in January and his
son George is Luokkeeper at Sher-
man Clay’s In Spokane Mr Tharp
during the 0ld copper rwelter days
la this city, conduiteda shoewakear
shop in th~ bullding adjointng
Charles Adam’'splaning milland had
many friends here

Ex - Presadent Woodrow Wlilsan
died at 11 15 last Sunday fornoon at
bia bote in Washington The big
newepapers and prominent people
throughout the world are now Jaud
ing hiw pe haviog been one of the
greatest of Presldents—and he was
But 16 i8 too bad that many of the
same ones lambasted him while
Procident stmply for political propa
ganda, Cnoildge [s aleo probahly
onenf vor heet Presidents, but he
will be viliiflied for the same ¢ld
political reasons The most beauti-
ful thing to us however, io thelives
of Wilsun, Harding, Coolidee, and

many years in Northpurt with his
parents and brotber Jobn when
in his early buyhood, has rizen to a
high position, aceordlng to the fol-
lowing from the Helena (Montana)
Independent Billy, as he was then
called by the writer and his other
atqualntances,was not unly a bright
buy but a well behaved one His
father was the foreman of the ma
chine shops of the old copper suclter
here and the famlly was a hiyghly
respected one  We understand he
hasspent all hislife sincegraduation
from ~chool in smelters and we feel
pleased but not pirticulary «urpris
ed tusec him exalted to this position
although it i8 an exceedingly hivh
one as the East ITelens plant Is un
fmporiant and large one with four
blg lead furnaces Ielso 'y about
37 ycars oid Rl and Mr Adams
have visited this plant and A I3
Norton  who has charee of ity dis-
mantiing forthe A S &R Co, two
ur three times during the past two
years und made the writer a pleasaut
call

Aunouncement was made vesler-
day uf the prowotion of C W Adaws
from the Last Helena plant of the
Awerican dwelting & Retfimng Co

to a higher position at the San:

£20.000 on Jun 31, according to a re-
port from Edwia T Lavigne, Sec-e-
tary, cays last Wednesday's Spnhane
Review This after a deductinn for
tbe January pajycroll, and may be
comparcd with a surplusnt neath
£13,000 on Dec 31

1n additlon to This~um paylnctls
remain to be made on three curlouds
of ore, Including one of sulphide,
shipped in tanuary, snd final scttle-
ments on 10 carloads shipped in the
same perlod

“What appears to bea new chim-
ney has heen steuck fa virgin gruuad
on the 200 font level,"” 9aid Mr La
vigne It lies northwest of the
shaft and appears to be blind as the
upper part of the drift is in rock
and the lower part 1o ore formation
The budy has bheen eatered but a
<hort distauce and Is streaked with
both carbon ite and sulphide ures

——————

! Local {tems

the Sarthport Hagh ~chont pre
sentdtion of  *lThe Tascmating
Faunme Hrown ' at tne Inis Theater
Werdnesday noeht drew a large and
appreciathe audience 1t was gnod

A letter fr aw Don Raolek, 812X
toth st , Tacoma, enclosing $.2 to puy
bis subseription to the Newy forthe
coming year cays ‘ We now have
our own home here which we ¢t
through a tride for our ranch Tt
a nice plnec and in a pood location
‘The weather is quite ild The(®
grass §s green but it rains almost
every duy now '

Our old poneer filend Ed Aigh-
tower came down frem the Glad-
stone mine, where he has a steady
position, last waek, tu visit bis
father, who was sick After n few
days, the o}d gentleman recovering,
Ed returned 1o the mine

The Laface Broderiu  trial  as
continued for 30 days,w understand
to glveune of the Laface witnesses
(Mrs Brewer) an  opportuni*y to
appeuron the witness stand beford
thecourt, she having been 11) and
unable to attend at the trial on
Tue-~day uf last week At the Drat
it was wtended to hasve her Lewi-
meny submltted ‘o the form of a
depusition

WiltBuyHidos at Highest Prices
Hergmaun licos , upper Fourth street,
Naorthpert Wash  Phone 17!

T

E BROWN & BREWER
“’Pool Room

E AND

BAKERY
2 LEREA D, COONIES, I'RUIT,
CANDIES, NUTS,
Cigars and Tobacco
Lodgmg by the Night, Week or Month

Liberty Hotel Bidg
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‘GARAGE:

J. M. TYLLIA

Proprictor
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February 8, 1924 edition of Northport
News.



planned to move to Northport to continue in
business. The store and saloon were easy,
but the P.0. was a bit more trouble. The
News reports thus on Nov. 28, 1892:

“The Post Office that supplies Northport
and this entire district with mail has an
interesting history. It was established at
Little Dalles in 1889 with Cy Townsend as
postmaster. When the railroad was built
thru Little Dalles to a point some four miles
below the present site of Northport, in order
to accommodate the increasing number of
people around here, Mr. Townsend placed
the post office building on a flat car and
moved it to the end of the railroad. In
September the railroad was pushed thru to
Northport which left the former terminus
out in the cold, so Mr. Townsend again
moved the post office building and his

'buisness to the new end of the line, locating
near the steamboat landing. Last Thursday
afternoon it was again moved by contractor
L. A. Clark to its present location on
Columbia Ave. Mr. Townsend will retire
from the post office at the end of the year.
The office will then be discontinued as the
Northport Post Office but will be
reestablished with Willilam P. Hughes as
Postmaster.”

It was reported that the mail used to be
brought up to the leading saloon and put out
on the bar for people to pick out their
letters. There were no newspapers shipped
in.

One of the first, if not the first, big social
event was a dance given on Sept. 28, 1892 in
the new residence of W.R. Lee. Music was
furnished by T. B. Marks, guitar, and P.
George on harmonica. Chris Knutson and
Frank Wilson did the calling. After a
bounteous supper served at midnight
dancing continued until 2:30 in the morning.

1894 was the year of high water. Seventy
feet above low water mark was reached. All
the railroad in town was under water, and it
reached back to the ravine back of the
Silver Crown saloon (Beard’s store). Most
of Columbia Avenue was under water. At
Boundary the Fort Shepherd Hotel was
under water. Not until June 17 did the water
begin to recede, leaving great damage in

its wake. This was a big blow to
overcome.

January 1897 saw the beginning of work
on the railroad bridge to span the Columbia
river. The bridge was 1700 feet in length, a
combined steel, wood and concrete
structure resting upon four piers composed
of solid concrete. The tallest pier was 80
feet. The bridge was to be ready by June
first, but in April high water got in its
telling work and a large tree took out one of
the pilings, so construction was not finished
until autumn. The bridge had an important
meaning for Northport.

In 1898 another ‘‘first’’ came to Northport.
The Smelter was a -building. The railroad to
Rossland was all but finished and the bridge
built making the Town full of business and
people. Changes had to be made in the mode
of travel. Horses were still used, but the old
wagons with their four and six horse teams
pulling the ore down from Rossland and the
stagecoaches were gone. Progress was in
the wind, the town was booming with
saloons, gambling houses, mercantile
stores, and the people began to talk about
some form of local government to oversee
all this activity. The real wish probably,
was to keep the proceeds from fines and
fees within the Town. This notice appeared
on bulletin boards and posting places:

“By special request of many prominent
citizens of the town of Northport, a mass
meeting of the citizens will be held in Lee’s
Hall on Tuesday evening Feb. 2, 1898 at 7
o’clock for the purpose of considering the
practicability of taking immediate legal
steps toward incorporating the Town of
Northport.”

Mr. Hughes was much concerned about
the condition of Northport and reported in
his newspaper:

“It is understood the committee on
Incorporation has met several times, but
arrived at no definite line of action, except
to go ahead. Northport now pays $5,100
saloon license fees into the County
Treasury, and gets nothing back. Last year
not one cent was laid out upon our streets.
We have no health officers. Our alleys and
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TODAY’S NORTHPORT GRANGE
HALL on Summit Ave. was once a mens
store. Then it became Joe LaFace’s card
room and pool hall. After that it was the

“Cash & Carry” store operated by Hank

. .
e By

Broderius.
T R Y L

SUMMIT AVENUE business buildings
Left edge was Joe Tyllia garage, which
burned. Center was Beard’s feed store.

Right was Liberty Theatre that became the
Liberty dance hall.



streets are in fearful condition, and they
will be worse if we do not incorporate. We
have no jail and the County refuses to give
us one. We have no Deputy Sheriff to serve
process or other officer if the constable
happens to be away. Mr. Corbin and the
County Authorities have been approached
about the matter of a jail, but they take no
action in the matter. The only way we can
get at the problem is to incorporate and the
sooner the committee does its work and we
proceed, the better it will be for the people
of the Town.”

By June 5, 1898 the Incorporation of
Northport had moved to the point that an
election of town officers was arranged. The
slate: Messrs. Townsend, Travis, Savage,
Murphy, Kendrick, Ogilvie and Thomas for
Councilmen, Fred S. Phillips, Clerk; Ed
Darling, Marshal; F. G. Slocum, Treasurer,

and Wm P. Hughes, Mayor. On June 26, the
first election for Town officials was held in
Northport with these results: Mayor, Wm
P. Hughes; Councilmen: A. Almstrom, T.
L. Savage, A. K. Ogilvie, A. T. Kendricks,
Cy Townsend and J. F. Harris. Health
Officer, Dr. J. J. Travis; City Attorney, J.
A. Kellogg; Clerk, D. S. Hammond and
Treasurer F. G. Slocum. It was a gala
occasion. The opposing factions had gaily
caparisoned horses and vehicles carrying
voters to the polls. The heat arose and three
fights were in progress at one time. All in
all, said Mr. Hughes, ‘“Good men were
elected as well as defeated.”

(The preceeding article was written in
1976 for the Biecentennial by W. M. Swartz,
Sr. from the accounts of early days in the
Northport area written by Margaret Evans

and Carrie Allen, both ‘“Old-timers’ in
Northport.)
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NORTHPORT LIVERY STABLE— Ado-
Iph Fredrickson with a passenger at his
Livery Stable in Northport sometime before
1914.

10

¥
2 Fa

ngtn SRy e ae
S0 ek

PE

e Auver

oF

?‘
1.
¥

£3

E

e
e YR

o e

s a




ne 26, the
as held in
1yoLaWm
st T.
vendricks,
s. Health
torney, J.
nond and
:s a gala
had gaily

carrying
and three
me. All in
nen were

written in
A. Swartz,
ays in the
ret Evans
mers’’ in

B B\ 1Y NG
Early Northport Immigration Officers in
front of Immigration Office.

COLUMBIA BAND, Northport - 1918 -
First row, left to right, Dr. Hemmer,
Eugene Clark, Albert Ogilvie, Harvey
White, Art Cress, unknown, Nel Adams and

.E— Ado- Fred Gottbehuet. Second row: Bill
rer at his Cummings, Mr. Morgan, Dewey Broderius,
me hafore Ralph Gottbehuet, Charles Hofer and

unknown.
11
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World War I in front of the building that as earl]
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Newly completed buildings after the fire
of July 22, 1914 on Columbia Ave. The first
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office. This picture was taken about 1916. cor p
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Chapter 2

NORTH IR IgH TS YO RY

By Ruth Hirsch

Northport is believed by some to have
been started by a Mr. D. C. Corbin who pur-
chased the townsite from the government
and built a railroad which brought an influx
of people to the areas in the 1890’s.! Others
believe that in the spring of 1892, the present
townsite of Northport was just a wooded flat
dotted with three homesteads. One of the
homesteads is believed to have been there
as early as 1876. The owners of the
homesteads, A. V. Downs, Fred Farghar
and Frank George became sponsors for the
permanency of the future townsite. Within a
few months the woods had been converted
into a town with a dozen people occupying
the place.

The first business established was a
general store by T. L. Savage. He moved his
business from Kettle Falls because he knew
that the Spokane Falls and Northern
Railroad was headed for Northport and he
felt profits would be greater in the newly
erecte% town. He opened his business June
1, 1892,

The second business house erected was
built by W. P. Hughes a veteran
newspaperman who had brought his prin-
ting equipment to Northport on the back of a
wagon pulled by an oxen team. He stopped
in Spokane and signed a contract with D. C.
Corbin to establish a newspaper. On July 4,
1892 the Northport News made its first ap-
pearance. Doubtless the most interesting
item of news in the paper was the one that
said there was actually a town of Northport.
The News had this to say:

“Seldom in the annals of journalism has it
been necessary for a new paper to explain
for the benefit and enlightenment of its
contemporaries where it exists and who are

13

its expected patrons.

Yet save within a circumscribed area,
one may presume that a certain ignorance
anent Northport exists, and the reasons for
such a presumption are as various as they
are plausible. The most recently published
map of the United States; the most com-
prehensive atlas; the very latest gazeteer,
none of them indicate the location of North-
port; none of them recognize its existence.
The census taker has passed it by, it has so
far enjoyed no place in history; a month or
two ago it was a beautiful wooded flat;
today it is already a town; tomorrow - a few

tomorrows hence, at any rate - it will be a
city.

The town started growing when the Nor-
thport sawmill began operations in August
1892. It was owned by William Smith, R. L.
Barlow, W. R. Lee and H. Viet. The mill
supplied employment for men in the area
and added to the growth of Northport.

Sunday, Sept. 18, 1892, was the eventful
day the railroad reached Northport with E.
J. Roberts as engineer. The railroad was a
pleasing sight and one that will never be
forgotten by Northport pioneers. The first
passenger train ran into town two days
later. A box car was used as a temporary
depot until a suitable one could be built. The
arrival of the railroad meant a great deal to
Northport.

At the time the railroad had Little Dalles
for a terminus connecting with a line of
boats plying the Columbia river between
Little Dalles and Revelstoke, B.C. This
was the Kootenai Steamship Company; the
boats in commission were the ‘“Columbia,”’
‘“Kootenai,”” and “Illicillawaet.” At
Revelstoke, B. C., the boats connected with
the Canadian Pacific Railway. After the




railroad reached Northport the boats plied
between Northport and Revelstoke until the
road was built to Nelson and the the steam-
ship line discontinued.

During the fall of 1892 a school was
established. The county at the time could
not warrrant much aid to a school, but with
thirty children of school age a need existed.
The county said it could pay for the teacher
if the people raised the money for a building
among themselves. The people im-
mediately raised $235 and erected a
building at a cost of $150. School was opened
Monday, Dec. 12, 1892. Miss Hogg was in-
stalled as temporary teacher and shortly
followed by Mrs. William Haven who was
the first regularly employed by Northport.7

Also in the fall of 1892, the people of Nor-
thport organized a mining district with the
following boundary lines: Beginning at the
international boundary line of the United
States and British Columbia, on Kettle

River; thence southernly along said river to

a point west of the ‘*“Young America’’ mine;
thence east to the Metaline District, or
mines; thence north to the international
boundary line; thence west along said line
to the place of beginning. The district is to
be known as the “Northport Mining
District.”” People organized this particular
district because they felt it would save
miners considerable trouble, expense and
delay in recording their locations and other
notices. W. P. Hughes was elected recorder
of the new mining district.

The post office that supplied Northport
and vicinity with mail during the early
years possesses an interesting story. The
office was first established at Little Dalles
with Cy Townsend as postmaster. After the
railroad was extended to Northport, Cy
moved the post office to Northport on
Columbia Avenue. Cy also conducted a
saloon - and it was also the post office. When
the mail pouch was delivered it was Cy’s
custom to open it in the saloon, spread the
mail on the bar and invite the inhabitants to
‘‘step up and select their mail.”’ One day a
post office inspector dropped into town
without revealing his identity immediately
and in doing so, witnessed the usual
distribution of the mail. After the saloon

going up the hill

Knights of Pythias convention parade
from Kendrick’s

Mercantile.
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was empty, the inspector made himself
known and the following colloquy is said to
have taken place:

“Is this your customary way of
distributing the mail?”>’ inquired the inspec-
tor.

“Yes,” replied Mr. Townsend, ‘That’s
about the way we work it here.””

“Well, don’t you know that this is
irregular? You should never open the pouch
in the saloon.”

I don’t know if it is regular or not, but I
guess people around here are satisfied.”

“Where do you keep your registered let-
ters? Under lock and key?”’

“No; I got them back here under the bar,
and when somebody comes in who has a
registered letter 1 give it to him.”

“Well, this is very irregular and must be
stopped. You are working for the gover-
nment, and if you expect to hold your
position you must conduct affairs differen-
tly in the future.”

“Now see here; you may be a post office
inspector, all right and be privileged to
come around here asking questions and
telling me what to do, but I want you to un-
derstand this: I never asked for this
position, and am simply acting as post-
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master to accommodate the people around
here. They are satisfied with the way I run
things, and if they are then the government
ought to be, too. You can take your damned
post office any time you want to!’’ The post
office which consisted of a pasteboard box
in which a few letters satt;, landed in the
street in front of the saloon.

It is a matter of record, that Mr. Town-
send continued to act as postmaster until an
office was officially established in North-
port. There weren’t any changes in the
manner of conducting the delivery of the
mail until the new office was built.

On Jan. 1, 1893, a new post office was
established with W. P. Hughes as post-
master until 1897 when Professor Todd
received his commission to work. Following
Todd was W. Case, T. Richardson, and Val
Harworth who served for 30 years until Mrs.
Asbell was appointed; she is currently post
mistress.

The biggest plus to the town was the
railroad. The Spokane Falls and Northern
Railroad was extended to Northport from
the Little Dalles six miles away. It was then
decided to extend the railroad route to
Nelson, B. C. Northport was headquarters
for this work for many months. About a
thousand men were employed by the con-
struction company and they made North-
port their temporary home. Some men
brought their families and stayed on after
the construction was finished. In June a
permanent depot was built at Northport.

On Monday, May 8, 1893, Northport’s first
great fire occurred. The fire broke out
about 3:30 p.m. in the back of William
Eaton’s saloon. It was discovered by Fred
Johnson, who at once raised alarm and ran
to the scene with several others. They found
the door securely fastened and they
proceeded to break it down. No water was
on hand and it was next to impossible to
combat the flames. The small building was
soon a mass of flames and within a few
minutes from the discovery of the fire, the
building was a mass of flames and
spreading quickly taking the Big Ben
Company’s store. Mr. and Mrs. Eagan’s
restaurant, Jerry Spellman’s saloon, Cy

Switchboard at the Northport telephone

office. Picture taken in 1956 just prior to
Northport going ““dial.”

Townsend’s saloon and a lodging house,
O’Hare and Kellerman’s restaurant and
meat market with Col. Pinkston’s lodging
house. With extra exertions the new
buildings of John Burn and three smaller
buildings were saved.l‘0 Within two hours
from the time the flames were discovered
nothing could be seen but a smoky mass of
ruins. Losses totaled $18,000. No cause was
ever found for the fire. All the businesses
were immediately rebuilt except for the Big
Bend Company.

The Northport Echoes “‘Archives
Revived”’ quotes what the Northport News
said about the fire:

“In one way the fire has proven a benefit
in the fact that it shows Northport to be a
permanent town. Most of the people who
were burned out came here in December
and January thinking business, on account
of the railroad work would be good for about
three months. The fact of their rebuilding,
and their evident determination to remain
here shows that the place is solid.” 11

Disaster seemed inevitable when North-
port was again plagued with fire three mon-
ths and two days following the last one.
Thursday, Aug. 10, 1893, the people of Nor-
thport were awoken with cries of ““Fire!”’
The fire originated at the International
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Hotel and spread to seven buildings making
the losses $9,000. As soon as the fires were
out it was discovered one life had been lost -
George Schild, who was well known as a
miner. The fire is believed to have started
when Schild went to his room under the
influence of liquor and either upset the lamp
or let a lighted cigar fall on his bed.

The part of town that had burnt was not
immediately rebuilt. There were several
vacant buildings farther to the east and
those who had burnt moved into these.

According to the Northport News on Oct.
21, 1893, Northport had its share of
excitement and even a Red Light District.
Northport was believed to have had as
many as 26 saloons at one time. The
Northport News made this announcement:

“A couple of charming young ladies from
a neighboring Canadian town have been
paying us frequent visits of late and a wave
of wild insanity has in consequence swept
over the town, affecting most of our young
men. A ‘“‘Lady of Elegant Leisure’’ has ren-
ted four bedrooms and a parlor over a
business place on Columbia Avenue and will
leave for Spokane tomorrow to lay in a
“supply of girls.”

Northport did not have a lot of crime
during its early days but the Northport
News found one incident worth writing
about. It was about one of the girls in the
saloons, Miss Millie Powers. Millie
playfully relieved Robert Johnson of his
pocketbook and its contents one evening.
Johnson was not aware of this but a friend
of his saw it take place and reported it to
Johnson. When Johnson accused Millie of
taking his pocketbook she disagreed and
showed fight to such an extent that an of-
ficer had to be called in. The city Marshal,
Jack Dietrick tried to persuade Millie to
give it up, but she refused. Jack was forced
to search her and it is reported that she
fought him like a tigress. The pocketbook
was retrieved and Millie was placed in the
‘“skookum house.”” The next day she was
found guilty of petty larceny and fined for
$25 plus costs. Friends came to her aid and
paid her fine.

The Customs Service for the United

Parade entry advertises Northport’s
“Co-Operative Co.,”” the store that will
make Northport Famous.

States to Canada has not always been at
Frontier; it used to be in Northport at the
railway depot in 1894 and operated by Mr.
Hugh McCool.

The usual procedure of stopping at the of-
fice has not always been followed either.
The officers used to go out in patrol cars -
which they had seized from people.

In 1900, Mr. McDonald became deputy
collector and the inspectors were William
Hutchinson, R. M. Close, Myron McLean
and Van Dyke. In 1934, Sam Paul came over
from Laurier and supervised inspectors C.
L. Thompson, Rosco Kirk and W. T.
Ogdon.

H. A. Walley later became inspector and
during this time the port of entry was
moved from the depot to the junction of
highway 25 and 195.

On Jan. 1, 1966 the port of entry was
moved from Northport up to the border by
the Canadian office. The port had been in
Northport for economic reasons; it covered
two entries in one stop. However, this
presented a problem because 11 miles of the
road was uncovered.

The elements of rain and wind visited
Northport on Sunday June 3, 1894. The day
had been really sultry and about noon dark
clouds began to gather; thunder and
lightning soon followed. Dust rose from the
mountain sides and timber began falling.
Within a short time the storm had reached
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Northport Smelter during hey day. About 4

1914.



G e oA ..
¥ G p S e e " v
RN OO T AR T Flogenein By Ted W L . he
§Y g Sty [N A * ’ ‘ ’
5, ST x PR v - .
J st G o e KD R E E T RO
g?‘e*&&‘(‘y R Fgn w Ay art e v s Qv L N B . B - ¢
p; h . A
EE RETS RN N ~ » . ER]
5ol e & 7R [ P L [P .
FRA S R P > P - - > .
SRS LA R
IR S VR T I
e X 9
hgie ot e T
O S
R A 2, -
et a0y -
RS TN . .
R A A
Yo T
et e
<
o v
NN .
.
B
S
L
.
pe
kS
,e
'

- LE ROI smeltr uer costructlon at
Northport in 1897,

oyl
T

s
[y

g
2
i
5

b

g
il
5T gt Fua

oy

S5

YA : : P

b |

B : {
e 1T :

2

T,
=
oy

-
e

g
N

Nt
S
s

T
e
P

ENGINE ROOM at Northport smelter, \
20




B

iction at

: N .

2
K
v P R A o,
& iR B bt R
B e o TGS . e
S ot K «@%m‘ e i ST e WA o ol
MNErer a{%%@‘ X ﬁ%é%i iﬂg@;%o}“\i@?n%mgﬁ%@%‘k&%&%&‘g&«%&w g%%sywﬁw e ?;\&V«,;;)?ﬁg), o
S s L e e e e et R i S
R 2 L % An - i i - » PR e R By
LS gng o y % Eh BB S LT D T e a&‘)‘é&&iﬁgg‘ﬁi‘%@?% M
aw{; i SN v’? N N B-OC L NER
U R ot g B, By 1 > BT B g e
Ryl A g o o RN S S - e
Sras vy 5, g e SR AP T el . E 5
£ PSR e T 4 S e
A &:‘% k Sgr oo TR :‘g

%, 4 o g 24 EAN 59 s
% LA L S W10y R S R N
i e T S ol e R
T A e oh % e - Wi, e aEnd R
S S S T, L W s e TR

LAW HOUSE - Home of the man who at
one time ran the smelter.

v
e

;

b

_ %‘% >
)
o s
“%5»
%
R%fa‘

(§M;

5

E
£
X
i
&
i
<
<
x
o

2 i;%«?;‘i

u

il

R AR A Ay
Pt LN

ST e
TR WPt NI g

Sy

£

»
H

’ N CRUSHING ROOM of Northport smelter.
21




Northport and trees and signs were scat-
tered by the wind. Rain followed for three
hours.

Following the storm came the high wat-
ers of the Columbia which did more damage
than the storm. The railroad track from
Marcus to Waneta was covered with debris
and trees. The damage cost several hun-
dred thousand dollars. In time the water
subsided. On June 14 the Northport News
had this to say in review of the flood:

“The worst scare that Northport ever had
is now over, and we are breathing easier.
The highest flood known in this section for
seventy-five years has passed, and North-
port with the exception of the mill, stood
high and dry during the terrible ordeal...!1%

With the opening of the north half of the
Colville Indian Reservation to the mineral
entry in February 1896, Northport began to
assume an air of general prosperity. Miners
and prospectors began pouring into the
town. Fifteen more businesses were erected
to meet the growing demands of the town.
Stores, shoe shops, barber shops, drug
store, five more restaurants, laundries,
brick yard and a ferry were all added.

Disasters seem to be an expected hap-
pening in Northport’s history. A third fire
broke out on March 18, 1896 in Mr. Brad-
bury’s kitchen due to a defective flue. From
Bradbury’s the fire spread to Cy
Townsend’s two story building on the north
and A. E. Allman’s club saloon on the south.
Many smaller buildings were also
consumed, saloons, grocery stores and a
harness shop to name a few. The losses
were once again great, but this time none of
the property carried insurance.

The year 1897 showed a growth in the
town. It was settled during the summer that
the prospective smelter was to be located
at Northport and this aided materially in
furthering the interest of people. Construc-
tion" began on the smelter and a new
railroad bridge across the Columbia.
Several hundred men were employed for
the construction work on both. The work on
the bridge was completed in October 1897,
but the smelter was not completed until
1898.

In 1898, the most disastrous fire in the
history of Northport took place. The fire
swept across more than three city blocks in
the business district which lay between
third and seventh streets on Columbia
Avenue.

When the fire broke out bucket brigades
were formed. Conditions would have been
worse had it not been possible to get water
from the Spokane Falls and Northern
Railroad’s storage tank east of town.
Railroaders and other citizens hauled water
with railway engines and all the people
fought against the odds.

A change in wind carried embers into the
section west of fourth street and soon this
block was a blaze. West of Fourth, the
buildings on both sides of the railroad
tracks were engulfed regardless of the use
of dynamite to stop the spread of fire.

The A. T. Kendrick building was the only
structure on the block that escaped destruc-
tion; it still houses the Kendrick Mercantile
company. The State Bank was also burned
along with the residences of many pioneers
such as William Hughes and Dr. 7.
Travis.

The ‘‘restricted district’’ which was
located in the part of town where the fire
took place was also burnt. The “houses of ill
fame' as they were known and the dance
hall near them (a part of them in reality),
were destroyed - in a few short hours the
gay and bawdy places which housed all sor-
ts of gamblin%,sharlotry and kindred vices
were no more.

The cause of the fire is generally believed
to have started when an oil lamp in a barber
shop was upset. The losses from the fire
totaled around $25,000. Little of this was
covered by insurance as rates were high in
the new and bustling town which was con-
sidered a fire trap. Following the disaster,
the people rebuilt the business section
because times were prosperous. Things
were looking better every day with smelter
workers and their families moving in.

The smelter opened in the fall of 1898 with
a force of 200 workmen, but this steadily in-
creased to 500 and 600 men. The town had a
populfation of 1,500-2,000 people at this
time.19

The Northport Times >
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THE

PrincessFairies

A COMIC OPERETTA
Staged by

[he Trail Dramatic Society
IRIS Theater

Monday, April 23t

Chirty People
Special Scenery

\~uatsted by their EIGHT PIECE
ORCHESTRA

Ukelele Sextette

tne handred and fifty minutes
rot of melody and tan  The

Noted Lecturer Coming.

A privilege much appreciated {s the
opportunity given Northport’s patrivtic
citizens of hearing (and eeeing) & noted
nattonal lecturerat the Iris Fridsy when
Amos H. Hause will speak on “Germanv
aud the War' and illustrate his scholar
ly address with many colored views tak
en on European battle fielde on sea,
and 1n the sir  Mr, Hauee's lecture re-
rerves the highest praise from the press
wherever he has delivered 1t Most re-
cently he has been touring the Inland
Empire, but hus spoken throughout the
United States during the past two vears.

He1s said to be an interesting and
mapiring talker, with a fund of facts at
Ins tongue’s end

The Scarlet Pimpernel

Ot speqial interest to local movie fans
18 the appearancen * The Scarlet Pim-
pernel’’ at the Iris Sunday a8 one of the
leading actors 1n that great romantic
story of adveuture, of 4 Washington boy
—Bert tHadley, born aud raised (anti)
he ran off to Juin a travelling theatrical
troupe) st Walla Walla,

He bas distinctly “‘wade good,” on
the stuge as well as vewre the cawmera,

as all who see him in  The Scarlet
Punpernel” will treely admit,

REX BEACH PLAY “AUCTION
BLOCK" FULL OF THRILLS

lanjo  Arnsts, Fan 1 a Barber
the Hawanan Haln Holus

han

Liberty Day
Program Tonight

Pursuant to President Wilson
designating today (Friday) as Li-
berty Day, this evening at 7 p m,
at Foorth street and Columbia
avenune, the occasion will be ob
served in an auspicious manner by

good speaking and music, under
the direction of the Liberty Loan

committee The following is the
program-
Selection by band.
Address by Yr. Bowers, chair-
man.
Address by Rev. Mr. Ware.
Address by Rev Father Morris
Address by Mr Albo (in Italan )
Address by ! udge Stephen Chad
wick, justice o, the state supreme
court.
Address by N.ck Kihalick
Ukelele- gurtar - accordian selec-
tion
Selection by 'he band
LAW MAKING BY THE INITIATIVE
DEMANDS SACRIFICE

Mrs Mgyrtle M. MacBoyle, ur H. A.
Miller, Colville, Washington. The
way not to have these measures be-
come law is to be indifferent enough to
expect someone elee will do what you
should do yourself—circulate the peti.
tione. (Signed); H. A Miller.

Promising Northport Factory

The wnter note from observatious
that the Northport Munufacturing Come.
pany is awakening. Mr. Moore, the
secretary-treagurer of the company, is
hustling around 1n a supreme effort to.
raise the money to purchase the ma-
chinery and sturt making saws. The
Times wish him every success in his
endeavors, hoping the public will sup-
port him There is no qrestion but
what this industry will be a good thing
when ouce placed in active operation.

Attend the Liberty Day exerciser this
evening near the depot

‘Miss Molly Acted

by High School

A two act comedy, “Mis Molly,”
was preseated by theseniors and juntors
of the high sachool on April 20 at the
Irg theater, The play was under the
direction of M1ss Mary Eller and wae a
suceess a8 the theater was well filled

High Grade
Silver Mine

“The Young America mine, whic
wan gold to residents of 8an Franciec
and North Yakima on April 11, is
high grade silver pruperty carrying
large tonnage of concentrating ore,
says John P. Macktson of Bossburg
Wash.

“The miue 18 in the center of a larg
and r ch minera) district that has ses
eral large groups of mining propertie
possessed of high merit.

“Theae properties surtound th
Young Awerica and with very little de
veiopment will take places as shipper
with the rest of the wsoy shippin
mines throughout Steveus county,

“With high class tnanrgement an
honest develupment; 1 predies th
Young America will make a recond o
which the district and Stevens count;
will be proud.”"—S8nvkane Review.

At The Iris

The transitions made by Dustin Far
num and Wiufred Kingaton when the;
begar playing their rolesin “The Scar
let Prmpernel,” to be seen at the Irh
Theaire next Sunday almost amountec
to changes from the ridicnlous to the
subline,

The week before Lhey began their

NORTHPORT TIMES - Northport had
another newspaper for a time, published by
Alex A. Anderson,
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CASH & CARRY STORE— About 1920 or
1921. Art Burklund, manager left and D. O.
Westman, customer, right. Store formerly

managed in 1918 and 1919 by Henry and
o Victor Bjorklund.

e
3 A Tron "ni

T

&8 S,
%ﬁ%%%‘? S
A =% - % ,
y Wy R C LTS g % e s
B et 4 _
St i Sl FRT gy e
SRR

e
}""

%
Fo § f
G
-
fo
B,

3
<5

-t
=2

5
a7

%
g e
7

£y

JEn

oo
@fﬁ:&&gﬁé %
p

S 2
e 5
% s

(o]

pr s

7 o

508
Pl YR r
sl s o €

e

i v

P o ; m
e g e

48
e
R

2
s

=}

~

Yl e g

B
ik
RN WA (L o
S e th
FRONERE L i

NI, o o
a”{‘;"‘;fijy
R

p . <
EEEEARA iy -~ i : :
Faatit et ;

SN S , » ' a
Pl . ; 3 e

LSO

Smoke pours from Northport Smelter w
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In 1899 the LeRoi mines and the North-
port smelter were disposed of by an English

Company and the enterprise at Northport
became known as the Northport Refining
and Smeltering Company. The entire
product of the LeRoi group of mines, the
Kootenai and the Velvet mines were
smelted at Northport.

In 1901, there was a strike at the smelter
and it soon developed into one of the most
memorable strikes in the Country. It
carried on for nine months at varying in-
tensities. The cause of the trouble was the
customary objection of the smelter com-
pany to form a union among the workmen.
The workmen insisted on the organization
and accordingly the Northport Mill and
Smeltermen’s Union was formed.

The smelter company said that a connec-
tion with the union would be just cause for
an employee to be discharged from service
to the company. Despite this announcement
a large majority of the company’'s em-
ployees associated themselves with the
union. 1 When the company’s official came
to look over the situation it was discovered
that a wholesale discharge of all the men af-
filiated with the new union would seriously
cripple their business. Matters were
allowed to remain in status quo for a while
and the smelterwork continued to be
carried on along with the Mill and
Smeltermen’s Union.

The members of the union discovered that
their ranks in the smelter were gradually
being taken down and they were being
replaced with non-union workers. The union
men quickly caught on and as soon as the
non-union workers came on, they unionized
them. It became a question of who would
master the situation first; each was playing
his own game.

In July the smelter company discharged
carpenters and the strike began in force.
The company hired skilled laborers from
the mills. The local authorities were well
aware of what was going on with labor
troubles at the smelter, but they refused to
interfere on behalf of either the smelter
company or the union. Necessary affidavits
were established in support of a petition for
relief in the federal courts. As a result of the
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affidavit an injunction was issued against
the ones who were believed to be the most
active in the opposition to the interests of
the smelter company. The order was issued
by Judge Hanfor, restraining the Mill and
Smelterman’s Union at Northport from in-
terfering with the management of the
smelter or its employees.

The injunction basically said that the Mill
and Smeltermen’s Union at Northport was
restrained from interfering with the North-
port Smeltering and Refining Company’s
work, including threats and in-
timidations.

To the injunction there was filed an
answer by the Union. It was drawn up by
Union attorneys, Robertson, Miller and
Rosenhaupt. The answer basically said that
a superintendent of the smelter company
had called a union worker into his office and
offered him money to dispose of the union.
The complaints towards them and to
persuade people that they were not in the
wrong.

The smelter company brought in sixty-
five men from Joplin, Missouri, to occupy
the places deserted by strikers. On the day
the men arrived; strikers met them at the
railroad depot and tried to persuade them
from going to work at the smelter. Forty-
five of the men found employment
elsewhere and the rest went to the smelter.

At the end of nine months with nothing
settled, the Western Federation of Miners
with headquarters in Denver, Colorado,
decided to cut off the aid it had been exten-
ding to the Northport men. One morning,
strikers found the union’s free eating place
closed down; many went hungry and as a
result a meeting was held; the strike was
called off March 12, 1902. The Union was
abandoned.

International difficulties cropped up in
1904 for the smelter and for a short time the
smelter company was so overrun it shut
down entirely. Accused of being aliens to
the core, the company incorporated under
the laws of Idaho and began accepting ores
from the Coeur d’Alene districts. If the en-
tire output of several mines in that area had
been available to the Northport smelter, the
action would have meant continuing life,
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*ﬁfi""?}up during World War I, while soldiers were
guarding the smelter.
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but the Idaho smelters took most of the ores
for themselves. Once again the Northport
plant was closed down and the town was
almost deserted.

Hope sprang up when a rumor spread that
the American Smelting and Refining Com-
pany had bought the plant and people began
to move back into the area. The blow came -
The buyers wanted the machinery only;
they had no intention of opening the
smelter.

Northport died down and the population
shrunk to less than 300 people, until 1915
when the smelter reopened to smelt lead.26

The town once again boomed and the
population grew to around 1,500. Two more
blows were to hit Northport during the
depression. During the 1920°s, the Trail,
B.C. smelter built its smoke stack and sent
its smoke filled with sulphur and other
fumes down to Northport. The fumes burnt
the vegetation in the area and caused dif-
ficulties for those with breathing problems.
A bitter fight broke out between the smelter
of Trail and the townspeople of Northport.
The United States Government sent out
chemists to analyze the situation and a set-
tlement came after several years of court
battling. As a result, the fertilizer plant was
built in Trail, but the land around Northport
was totally diminished.

During all this Northport was plugging
along. Property values were low; several
lots could be bought for a $100 dollars. The
Northport News kept the spirits high with
rumors of good times to come. 4

Business in Northport had not died com-
pletely; there were three stores, a meat
market, a drug store, two doctors, a
hospital staffed by a R.N., two pool halls, a
dance hall and of course the ‘‘speak-

easies.”
The lumbering industry became a '=ading

employer due to the vast amount of un-
touched lumber in the area. Mills were built
on Sheep, Deep and Onion Creeks, along
with two mills in Northport.

In late 1917, a large Eastern Company
bought up land near Northport, and
established a large apple orchard. This also
supplied employment seasonally for the
area people.
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After the end of World War I, stories star-
ted going around that the Northport smelter
was closing down again. The people of Nor-
thport would not accept this until the last
blow hit them. In 1922, “Junkers’’ disman-
tled the smelter. People were so desperate
for money that many of them intentionally
burnt their houses to collect the insurance
money on them. People moved out and the
population once again dropped to 300
people.“” Many people thought then that
Northport had had it. However the town is
still there today. The only reminder of the
past is in the memories of pioneers; the
symbol from the smelter days is now gone--
the smoke stack was torn down for the
brick.

Footnotes: 1. Interview with Mrs. Margaret Evans of
Northport, April 5, 1978. 2. Interview with Konrad
Hartbauer of Northport, April 5, 1978. 3. “Northport,”
History of Northern Washington, p. 137. 4. 1bid., P. 138.
5. Ibid. 6. Robert Ruby and John Brown, Ferryboats on
the Columbia River. P. 63. 7, “Northport’’, History of
Northern Washington, p. 139. 8. “From Spokane
Through Stevens County,”” Wilhem’s Magazine, The
Coast, 9, March, 1905, pp. 92-93. 9. “‘New Post Office in
Northport,”” Statesman-Examiner, Feb. 2, 1978, p. 12.
10. “Northport,” History of Northern Washington, p.
142, 11. “Archives Revived,” Northport Echoes, 11,
August 4, 1977, p. 2. 12. ““Archives Revived,”” Northport
Echoes, 1, November 18, 1976, p. 3. 13. ‘“Archives
Revived,” Northport Echoes, 1, December 16, 1976, p.
2. 14. Interview with Jerry Day of Custom’s Service at
Frontier, Wa April 5, 1978. 15. Bill B. Jones, The North-
port Story, p. 2 16. “Northport,”” Histoery of Northern
Washington, P. 142. 17. Alice H. Travis, “Northport’s
Big Fire,”” Spokesman Review, 22, 1953, p. 8. 18. Ibid., p
9. 19. Interview with Mrs. Evans of Northport, April 5,
1978. 20. Florin Lambert, Washington Ghost Towns, p.
56. 21. Ibid., p. 57. 22. “Northport,” History of Northern
Washington, p. 147. 23. Ibid., 24. Ibid., p. 148. 25 Lam-
bert, P. 57. 26. Interview with Anna Paparich of North-
port, April 28, 1978. 27. ““Archives Revived,”” Northport
Echoes, 11, June 23, 1977, p. 3. 28. “‘Archives Revived,”
Northport Echoes, 11, June 16, 1977, p. 3. 29 “Archives
Revived,” Northport Echoes, 11, June 2, 1977. p. 3. 30.
“Archives Revived,”” Northport Echoes, 1 November,
18, 1976, p. 2. 31. ‘““Archives Revived,” Northport
Echoes, 1, December, 16, 1977, p. 3. 32. “Archives
Revived,” Northport Echoes, 11, June 2, 1977, p. 3. 33.
‘““Archives Revived,” Northport Echoes, 11, June 16,
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Launch of the Steamer “Forty-Nine”’

By the light of some candles, and fitful
glimpses of the polar star, the Steamer
“Forty-Nine’’, built by Messrs. White and
Briggs, was launched at the old Hawkin’s
Barracks, the winter-quarters of the
Boundary Commissioner, on the evening of
the 18th of November 1865, in the presence
of a large crowd of the citizens and military
of Colville Valley.

As she shid into the Columbia on her port
broadside, there was a strong northwest
gale upon her bows, and on the heads of her
spectators. Yet those transplanted mount-
aineers and spectators gave the brave little
vessel three hearty cheers, which borne by
the passing breeze struck the Colville hills
with the sound of a fact that never happened
before nor shall happen again. There she
lay afloat, and the nearer the foot of the
celebrated Mount Hooker, the source of the
Columbia, by four hundred miles, than any
craft, propelled by steam, ever was.

Shortly before the launch, two riders were
seen on the banks of the Columbia eyeing
the boat. One of these was a medium sized
savage, of more than ordinary cranium and
name, riding a beautiful elk colored horse.
He was the great red orator of Oregon fame
called “The Eagle of the Light’”, which
signifies, when translated, ‘‘The Eagle of
the Dawn’. The other rider was a tall,
fleshless son of Scotland, riding the
celebrated Rocky Mountain black horse, in
his day, performed the extraordinary feat
of overtaking, in one heat, five elk stags in
succession.

A few days after the launch of the
“Forty-Nine’’, she steamed down to the old
landing of the Hudson Bay Company, in
front of Fort Colville With her decks
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crowded with miners, hunters and farmers,
Celestials,Gentiles and Jews, she cautiously
and boldly edged the Kettle Falls, to her
temporary landing. Her crew and
passengers behaved well, particularly as
they saw and knew that a few yards below
them was a grave that possibly might cover
them with a water sheet.

Her lady passengers were Mrs. Brown
with her daughters, and Miss Christina
McDonald, daughter of Mr. A. McDonald,
chief factor of the Hudson Bay Company, at
Colville. When the steamer appeared in
sight of the fort, and upon hearing the
whistle, the officer in charge signaled the
Union Jack, and fired a salute from the old
brass piece said to have been taken at the
battle of Waterloo.

Upon the draining of a few bottles of
Hudson Bay by the people of the steamer
and the Fort, the vessel started up the river
on her trial trip. She performed the trip with
skill and power, turning back at the upper
end of the lower Columbia Arrow Lake, with
the thermometer at 28 degrees below zero.
Had it not been for the ice forming in the
river, Upper Lake and the ‘“Rapids of the
Dead’’ 260 miles above Colville would have
been reached, having gone over the difficult
portion of the river. This proves beyond a
doubt, contrary to previous notions of
travelers, that the Columbia River is
navigable for steamers 100 miles above the
49th parallel. The steamer was named 1n
allusion to the 49th parallel.

Engagements for wood all along the river
and lakes were concluded on the upward
trip. The steamer returned in safety, and 1s
laid up for the winter above old Fort
Colville, some two miles, at the point where
she was built.
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C.K.S.N. STEAMER “‘Lytton” - 131-ft.
length, 25%;-ft. beam, 125 tons net Burden.
Built at Farwell by Alexander Watson of
Victoria. Maiden trip July 2, 1890 with Capt.
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The dimensions of the steamer are as
follows.

Length..............114 R,
Width ...........20 ft. 4 in.
Depth .............. 5§ ft.

She is furnished with a pair of engines,
each 121, inches bore, by 4 feet stroke,
with a nominal power of 80 horses.

The boat will ascend the river to within
twenty miles of the newly discovered mines,
thus enabling miners to get their provisions
in at low rates.

Yours, Ke-Wa The Walla Walla
Statesman, January 12, 1866.
From Colville

General James McAuliff has just

returned from Colville, and kindly furnishes
us the latest news from that locality. The
steamer ‘‘49” was all ready to take her
place on the route to the Big Bend Mines,
and was expected to start on her first trip on
Saturday last, the 14th. She ts pronounced
by those who have examined her, a fine
boat, and fully equal the requirements of
the trade. Cap. Len White, the Purser, and
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Steamer ““Trail”’

the whole crew were on the ground, and it is
quite certain that the boat started at the
time stated. Parties who have been
hurrying flour through to Colville, paying
exorbitant freights, are in bad luck, it being
difficult to realize charges.

At Little Dalles, which is to be landing
place of the steamer, it is expected that a
little town will spring up. All through the
country the settlers are hopeful, and
calculate upon big things from the Big Bend
Mines.

From the Upper Columbia

The Steamer “‘Forty-Nine’’, plying on the
Columbia River between Little Dalles,
W.T., and Death Rapids, B.C., Captain L.
White, commanding, has made her first
trip. She left Little Dalles on the 15th of
April, and arrived at Death Rapids, on the
24th - a distance of nearly 300 miles. She had
a large number of passengers, enroute for
the Columbia mines. The trip was not a
pleasant one, as it was storming nearly all
the time. Besides they had to break through
12 miles of ice. The snow on the River banks




Charles Allen Meyers poses in his Gorden

and Meyers Pool Hall at Northport.

ranged from 2 to 4 feet in depth. Only two
persons had come in from the other side this
spring; both of them had their feet badly
frozen. They report that the trail cannot be
traveled with safety for over a month yet.
Nearly 300 miners wintered in the mines.
Several more creeks have been discovered
that give promise of great richness. The
steamer made her return trip in 26 running
hours. The road from Colville to Little
Dalles is 1n good order. The steamer was to
start on her second trip, Monday, April 30th.
Walla Walla Statesman, May 4, 1866,

The Steamer Forty-Nine

A correspondent writes us from Colville,
under date of May 5th, as follows: *‘I left the
Little Dalles, on the steamer Forty-Nine, on
the 16th day of April, and saw the foot of
Death Rapids on the morning of the 25th.
The steamer has proved a perfect success;
she found no obstacles that she did not
readily overcome. There was some little ice
in the upper end of the lower lake, and about
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five miles of much ice in the lower end of the
upper lake. The - river - from Little Dalles
to the head of the Upper Dalles, a distance
of about fifty miles from the mines - is as
easy of navigation as the Columbia below
the mouth of the Willamette; above that
point, at extreme low water, the navigation
is difficult.

In going up, the water was so low that the
boat had to wait at the foot of some of the
rapids for the water to raise. The snow on
the banks above the upper lake we found
from eighteen inches to two feet in depth,
and I was told that the snow on the divide
was from four or five feet deep, and very
soft. The steamer will continue to run
during the season between Little Dalles and
Death Rapids. She left again on Monday,
the 30th ult., taking about 30 tons freight and
82 passengers. On the first trip she took 15
tons freight and 75 passengers. The trip was
made in 9 days up and 26 hours down -
cutting her own wood. The Walla Walla
Statesman, May 18, 1866.
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And The Northport Bridge

By Margaret Evans
The First Northport Bridge and Railroad
Up Sheep Creek

Young people and those who have come
into the country in the last years,
sometimes wonder about the traces of
railroad grade up Sheep Creek Canyon and
the bridges across the creek. In 1923 when
we came here, it had already been
abandoned and the road was being made
into a highway, also the bridge was to be
planked. However, at this time, it only had
two planks to drive on across the ties, and if
they got out of line, you were in trouble. We
did drive it because it cost $3 to cross on the
ferry and at that time, $3 was money!

I was interested why the railroad was
built and why abandoned and found the
reasons in the Old Northport News items
that I had collected. The Editor wrote:

“May 1894. There are rumors that a
railroad will be built up Sheep Creek pass. It
would not be the least bit astonishing to us to
see a railroad under construction through
this pass from Northport this spring or
summer. Straws are beginning to point in
that direction.”

At this time, the rich ore from the Le Roi
Mine and others at Rossland was hauled
down to Northport and loaded on the
railroad here to be shipped to the Tacoma
Smelter. The road came down the
mountain, following somewhat the high-
way, then angled across Sheep Creek across
a bridge about a mile above the present
bridge, then across the flat to the river.
Traces of it can still be seen, cuts thru rock
are too narrow for a car but were okay for
the wagons. The ferry crossed just above
the present bridge, the railroad had a spur
which ran down to the river, and the cars

were loaded and connected to the railroad.
The teams were four and six-horse teams.

It happened that there was a very high
water in 1894 and the ferry was put out of
commission and it was taken down about
the first of June. However, on Sept 18, 1894,
the ferry was put back in commission.
During the time it was out, the steamer
Lytton had been bringing the ore down from
Trail, B.C. Mr. Hughes wrote:

“During the winter when the ferry is out
of service, Capt. Troop contemplates
running the steam barge Illecillewaet
between Northport and Trail landing to
bring the ore down to the railroad.”

In October, 1894, the matter of the
railroad up Sheep Creek Pass was again
brought to the fore. They talked of a bridge
as the road through the Pass would cost at
least $5,000. So many people were coming
into the country, pack trains were leaving
daily to get in supplies to the miners and
mines before the winter setin. In November
a stage line was begun between Northport
and Rossland carrying passengers. The
first passengers over the new line were Mr.
English and three other millionaires!

On Feb. 5, 1895, the News reported:

“An important document was filed in the
Land Office this morning - the official map
showing the location line of the Red
Mountain railway from the northwest bank
of the Columbia river at the point opposite
Sec. 4 Twp 3N R 40E (which is in
Northport), via Sheep Creek valley to the
International Boundary. The map was
prepared by Chief Engineer E.J. Roberts
and certified to by President D.C. Corbin,
both of the Spokane Falls and Northern




Railway. It will immediately be forwarded
to Washington D.C. for approval by the
Secretary of the Interior, and upon the
return of the map to the local Land Office,
the building of the seven miles of road that
crosses the Colville Reservation can at once
begin.”

There was a great need for some way to
bring the ore out of Rossland and Trail
landing, many rich strikes had been made,
the country was booming, but hauling with

teams was slow business. The News
reports:
“Several teams are expected from

Spokane Saturday and will immediately
commence hauling ore from the Trail
Creek mines to Northport. Also, the ‘Toot’ of
the steamer, Lytton coming into Northport
on the afternoon of the first was a very
pleasant sound. The same old crew with
Capt. Gore in command and James
Anderson purser are still on her. She will
ply between Trail Creek Landing and
Northport and expects to make a trip a day
carrying ore and transacting other
business.”

On March 30, 1895, the News reported:

““The snow has all disappeared from the
flats and the weather is delightful. Teams
are still hauling ore from the Rossland
mines into Northport, but the loads are
much smaller since sleds were replaced
with wheels. We were more than astonished
at the number of teams that are on the road
between Rossland and Northport.”

The last part of April and first part of May
found people pouring into Northport. The
news that there would be work on the new
railroad, the talk of a Smelter brought
them here. Still they were hauling rich ore
from the mines of Rossland to Northport to
be shipped out - the News reported:

“Wilson Brothers, teamsters, on Satur-
day brought down from the War Eagle
Mine, with a six horse team (two wagons)

15,500 pounds of ore and with a four horse
team 9,000 pounds making about 12 tons in

all with two teams. About a hundred large,
fine teaming outfits are on our streets and

give a lively appearance to the town. The
Mitchell Brothers arrived in our Town from
Spokane Saturday with 15 magnificent four
horse teams and are now hauling ore for the
War Eagle and Josie Mines over the
Northport-Rossland road. You can see the
need for a railroad.”

By May 5th of that year two gangs of men
were working on the road-bed of the new
railroad from Northport to Rossland, one
gang from the International Boundary to
Rossland and one from Northport to the Int.
Boundary.

In June, a meeting was held in Kendrick’s
Store to devise ways and means for keeping
the Sheep Creek wagon road in good order.
The heavy ore hauling was damaging it, and
the Stages were having difficulty. It was
decided to put four men at work at $1.50 per
day each to be paid for from contributions
from stages and teamsters and others using
the road.

June was a busy month for the new Town.
It was reported that the party of Red Mt.
Railroad surveyors finished tying in the
survey across the Indian Reservation. It
was now determined that the railroad would
build whenever it wanted without
permission from anyone and that the
Interior Dept. would fix the matter all right
in the future. It was cited as a precedent,
the D. & R.G. railroad building through the
Indian Reservation across the river.

You could now picture the many teams,
drivers, miners, trappers, mixed with
Indians and the riff-raff that follows boom
towns, you can see a motley crew milling
around 17 saloons and dance halls, three
hotels, four stores which carried everything
and several cafes and boarding houses.
Most of this was along the river and
Columbia Avenue also up toward Smelter
Eddy. The Editor painted a vivid picture
about all this. The proposed Smelter Site at
this time was a homestead, had not been
developed in any way.

For some reason the going on the
Railroad was slow. Oct. 5, 1895 Hughes
reported:

“A force of Red Mountain railroad
surveyors went into camp at the Okay Mine
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Lower Sheep Creek Falls.
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in the Sheep Creek Pass this morning. S. F.
Bradbury is conducting the eating
department. This, some think, is a pointer
to the fact that the rallroad will continue to
be built during the coming winter and
spring.”

By Jan. 1896 there was more news:

“The Bill has been passed by the Senate
permitting the Red Mountain Ry. to cross
the Colville Indian Reservation. There is no
doubt but it will pass through Congress and
then it is expected the building will
immediately commence. Jack Tracy and a
force of engineers were running lines on the
river bank at the old Mill site to determine
the best place for the railroad bridge to be
built.”

In spite of all the talk and surveying, it
was not until Jan. 1897 that the first work on
construction of the much talked of railroad
bridge across the Columbia was begun. By
that time the camp established at the
approach showed considerable activity.
Hughes said:

“Carpenters are at work erecting a
building to be used as a dining room and
kitchen, 20x26 feet in size. Workmen are
driving piles at the approach on this side.
Two engines are puffing away doing their
part of the work, wood-hauling lumber and
about 25 other men are busy at varlous
tasks. The foreman says the force will be
increased to more than 100 before the end of
the present work. H. Krust, the chief
engineer in charge is a very busy man, but
he kindly took time to furnish the News
representative with the following data as to
the character and dimensions of the
structure.

“The bridge will be what is known as a
combination of steel and wood and will rest
upon four river piers composed of solid
concrete cased with boiler steel, There will
be three spans, each 250 feet in length, and
three other spans each 150 in length, making
a total length of the spans, 1,200 feet. There
will be about 500 feet of trestle work at the
approaches to the spans, making a total
length of the bridge proper 1,700 feet.
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Besides the spans and trestle work there
will be a heavy dirt fill or embankment
several hundred feet in length, that will
make a total length of spans, trestle and fills
of nearly one-half mile in length. The height
of the railroad track above low water mark
is 67 feet. The height of the tallest pier is 80
feet. The bridge is to be ready for use on
June 1, hence it will be seen that the San
Francisco Bridge Co. which has the
contract for building the bridge has only 5
months in which to complete same.”

Hughes continues:

“Many have thought that the bridge
would contain a draw span, but such is not
the case. It is supposed there was no
necessity for a draw, there being no
navigation below the bridge. The bridge is
so high it is estimated that with the highest
flood water, we ever get at this point that

flood wood of all descriptions will easily
pass under.”

While work was going on with the bridge,
all did not go well with the railroad itself.
There were many slides and the rock cuts
and log rip-rap often were not as easy to
take care of as had been planned. Slides
after rock blasts were common, and it did
not always take a blast to get a slide. On
April 25, 1897, Editor Hughes had the
following:

“On Tuesday morning about 2 a.m. about
one mile north of the International
Boundary line on the Red Mt. Rallway
occurred one of the worst land slides in the
annals of this section. A camp of 12 railroad
construction men stationed on the west side
of the railroad track and opposite of the
mouth of Lake Gulch were sleeping in a tent
they had set up on a knoll. The first
indication of the awful avalanche of dirt,
mud, rocks and trees that was about to be
hurled upon them came from a young man
who heard a noise that he took to be a train
and he awakened the foreman, Charles
Olson and they started to investigate. The
foreman was just behind the young man,
but the latter is the only one surviving the
disaster. The body of the former having not
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yet been found. In fact, this young man is
the only one of the 12 that saw the avalanche
from one side. As a result of the terrible
disaster, six men are dead, and one other if
not two others are seriously injured, the
others escaping with more or less wounds
and bruises. The dead are Charles Olson,
John Condon, Thomas Kane or King, Pat
Desmond, Dan McCafferty and Robert
McWhinney. Max Englehart was fatally
injured. George Rice was quite seriously
injured. The other parties who escaped with
but few bruises, although having been
partly buried in the debris, were John
Clark, Frank Clark, Albert Somers and the
Cook, whose name we failed to learn.
Coroner Bowes of Rossland is in charge of
the bodies recovered.”

On Feb. 15, 1897 the News repdrted:

‘“The bridge work is advancing rapidly,
plles have been driven nearly half way
across the river, work on the piers already
begun and men are in the woods getting out
timber and in the quarry getting stone. In
all, about 75 men have been working
already, but soon the force will be
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Northport railread bridge built in 1897 by
Spokane Falls and Northern railroad to
carry ore to the smelter out of Rossland,
B.C. The bridge was located about a mile
below the present bridge. It had a 1,200 foot
span across the Columbia. The plers were
concrete cased in heavy boiler iron.

CROSSING Columbia River on Northport
rallroad bridge.



materially enlarged. James Easty is the
foreman of the water driver force, S. Parks
of the land driver force, Wm Bats
and F. Walters are each foreman of framing
and erecting gangs. The Bridge Co. has
some half dozen or more buildings at the
east approach of the Bridge making quite a
village. Mr. Foy is the General Supt. in
charge at the bridge building site.”

(This was located about where the Carney
Pole Co. has its Pole Yard now.)

However, the old Columbia showed its
force, and although the bridge was to have
been finished on June 1, 1897, it was not to
be. During the high water, the river which
at that time had a 10 mile current at its
regular height, became a raging torrent
with large trees and heavy drift. In spite of
all efforts to keep the drift into the main
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Northport Bridge comes down. First a
railroad bridge, it later was used as a car
bridge. Condemned in 1946 it was replaced
by the present bridge. Note ferry operating
in background. These pictures were taken
in 1947 by Walt Ames.

channel, it took out one of the bents and
work was stopped until the flood was over.
Hughes said that at the time the bent went
out, (the false work) one more week would
have given them ample time to have placed
the bridge beyond the danger of the high
water.

On October 4, 1897 Hughes again wrote
about the bridge, a sort of recapitulation, to
give the Town reasons why it had not been
completed. These are his words:

“On Jan. 25, 1897 the San Francisco
Bridge Co. commenced work on the
Columbia and Red Mountain Railway
bridge across the Columbia at this place.
The contract called for its completion on
June 1, 1897. Owing to high water in May
taking out the false work of two spans, they
were unable to replace the false work until
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the low water of this Fall, and the work, of
course was stopped. At the time the piling or
false was taken out one more week would
have given them time to have placed the
bridge beyond danger of high water. A few
weeks ago work was resumed, the piling
work replaced, and the remaining spans
thrown across from pier to pier. On Monday
it was noised about Town that the bridge
was to be tested and should the test prove
all right, the bridge would be thrown open
for traffic at once.

“During the afternoon four flat cars
heavily loaded with rock and three with coal
were hauled on the side track between town
and the bridge. About 4 o’clock in the
afternoon the heavy hog locomotive, with
engineer J. C. Smith at the throttle and C. E.
McBride as fireman was run to the heavily
laden flat cars and attached thereto. Yard
Master C. H. Hudson also called into
requisition locomotive No. 3, in charge of
engineer J. Smith and fireman J. Walch, It
also moved down near the east approach to
the bridge. Crowds of people assembled on
the street along the river bank, on the
railroad track and at the bridge to see the
trial. Amid stirring strains of music,
rendered by the Northport Brass Band, J. C.
Smith moved his big locomotive with its
heavy load slowly on to and across the
bridge. Engineer J. H. Smith followed with
locomotive No. 3, E. J. Roberts, Chief
engineer of the S.F. & N. Ry. was there with
his assistants. The two locomotives with
their heavy loads were moved from place to
place on the bridge. Chief Engineer Roberts
took his measurements and levels. He
pronounced the test a success in every way.
The San Francisco Bridge Co. had built
another great bridge to their credit.
President D. C. Corbin was not present, but
he was ably represented by his chief
engineer, the path-finder of the north. He
has spanned the mighty Columbia and
formed still another great link in the chain
to substantiate the future greatness of
Northport, the future home of a Great
Smelter. It must come here now.” (And it
did?)

Hughes wrote further:
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‘“The first freight train passed over the
bridge a few hours after the test was
completed, and on Tuesday the first
passenger train passed safely over.”

‘“We suppose that Capt. Forbes, who has
so long and ably conducted the railway
ferry, will abandon the ferry to its fate. The
captain has had his hands full to keep the
railroad approaches to his big boat to
connect, but he has succeeded in making a
success of the ferry in this respect and now
his boat will be a thing of the past.”

Speaking of the railroad ferry, the main
line of the railroad was completed before
the bridge, because of the high water which
damaged it. However, the ore was brought
down on the trains, there was a large ferry
just above the bridge, and the cars of ore
were transferred across the river to the
rairoad on this side. Hughes tells us that the
Ferry was 26 feet wide, 90 feet long with §
feet below depth. She is built of good
material and so strongly constructed as she
easily carries two loaded railway cars at
each trip. She is controlled by two large
wheels instead of one as is usual. The
current of the river is used as power to drive
the boat, attached to a large cable 1500 long
to cross the stream. This end of the cable
will run over a tower 32’ high and fastened
to a “Dead man’’ some 60-70 feet back from
the Tower, the other end will be fastened
and held by two capstans on the high bank.
It will be used until the railroad bridge is
finished. When launched the boat drew only
five inches of water.

At the completion of the Bridge, the
Editor grew nostalgic and printed the
following:

A 3

“FIRST AND LAST’’ Many thousands of
people have staged it between Northport
and Rossland. It required several stages
each day to transport the people going to
and fro between two points, They were a
genial lot of men who conducted and ran the
various stages that plied their business over
-this line. The first to establish a line ‘of '
stages and held the reins over this route was
our jovial Dan McKellar, of whom it may be
truthfully said was the peer. of them all.
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Old Northport Railroad-car bridge - All
that remained in March 1951. The bridge
was condemned because it was rotten.
Many spans fell of their own weight. Rest of
spans and piers were dynamited. A 7-foot
monument has been erected near this spot
honoring the old bridge.

Old Northport railroad-car bridge -
Second span fell of its own weight in
February 1950.
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Many a man going into the mines stranded,
or who had been in the mines and failed to
get employment and wishing to get out, has
gone to old Dan and said, ‘I am broke and
must get’’ but before the words of the
sentence were finished the answer would
come in his bluff voice but kindly manner,
“Get on, get on, if you can find a place, I’ll
catch you with taller next time.”

“On last Saturday Mr. McKellar
withdrew the last stage from the line. The
Iron Horse has come and driven the stage
men to new fields, and Dan, who was the
first to come was the last to go, having
held on long after all the others had
deserted the route.”

Now the railroad and bridge at Northport
were going concerns, but there were some
problems to overcome and once in a while a
dangerous accident. One such was reported
on Jan. 29, 1899.

“Engine No. 7 which was coupled to a
flanger on the Red Mountain Railroad
became uncontrollable on account of the air
brakes failing to respond, last Wednesday
and started down the steep mountain grade
south of Rossland with four men on board.
Before it obtained a rapid speed the
fireman, brakeman and Roadmaster, Gus
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Nelson leaped to the ground, but Engineer
O’Neill remained at his post until he
succeeded in stopping his engine on a level
track several miles from where it started.
With the exception of a sprained knee
received by Mr. Nelson, no other damage
was done, however, it was a close call.”

The grades were steep, the canyon deep,
there were several bridges, one just above
the upper fall spanned a roaring gorge, but
the trains seemed to bear a charmed life, or
they had good trainmen, and the fatalities
were minimum, .

Now the railroad and the bridges are
gone. The last one crashed down into the
gorge, a twisted mass of iron and wood.
Most of the road bed which was built upon
log rip rap through the canyon has slid
down. Where the road left Big Sheep Creek
Canyon to follow up Little Sheep, remnants
of the road can be seen. Yes, a road was
made of the old railroad grade when it was
abandoned, and was travelled some 24
years as a highway between Northport and
Rossland, B.C. It was a beautiful drive,
through magnificent scenery. It was a
fisherman’s paradise, to camp along the
road and fish the creek or just to look at the
falls and rapids was really great. The road
through the canyon was really quite
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road was narrow and the canyon wall was many
hen it was hundred feet to the creek. It was a standing
some 24 joke to tell outsiders who asked if folks went
thport and over the side often, to answer, “Only once.”
iful drive, Why was the railroad abandoned? Times
It was a changed, as they have a way of doing. By
along the 1922, Northport’s smelters were gone, the
look at the

town had shrunk from a population of some
1800 to about 700. The mines at Rossland
were playing out and Trail was the coming
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NORTHPORT HIGHWAY
CONSTRUCTION - Note tipped piler in
lower picture. Pier tipped during high water
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smelter town. But let the Editor of the News
tell it:

“April 8, 1922, “RED MOUNTAIN
RAILWAY TO BE ABANDONED” ‘“We
have it from an apparently reliable source
that the Red Mountain Railway between
here and Rossland, B.C. owned and
operated by the Great Northern Railway
Co. will soon commence tearing up its




tracks and turn the bridges and right of way
over to Stevens county - at least, that
portion of it lying in this county which is a
distance of eight or nine miles to the
International Boundary Line, just this side
of Paterson, B.C. The loss of operating the
road for some years has been approximat-
ely $60,000 per year and the future does not
give promise of anything better. When the
road and bridge spanning the Columbia
River at this point were built some 23 years
ago, Rossland was booming and the road
was a big paying proposition for 15 years or

more.
“In the first place, the ores of Rossland

were shipped over the road via Northport to
outside smelters, principally Tacoma. A
short time after that the big copper smelter
was built here and the tonnage of the then
big Velvet mine was brought here. In later
years, the Northport Smelter was closed
down and from that time on the business of
the railroad declined. The Rossland mines
are working with very small forces, and
there is little call for people to go there, as
business is insignificant. In fact, the once
famous gold camp appears to be without
hope. With turning over of the bridge here to
the county, and the converting of it into a
wagon and foot bridge, we believe will
prove a great blessing to the reservation
ranchers, as, with a free bridge on which to
cross the river they can handle their timber
products, produce, etc. much cheaper than
at the present and in consequence Northport
will be much benefited.”” (At this time it
costs $3 for any rig to cross the ferry.)

On March 16, 1923, Hughes reported:

“County Commissioner J. S. Lane and
County Engineer T. M. Offutt were in
Northport Saturday making preparations to
take over the rallway bridge across the
Columbia River at this place and convert it
into one for vehicle traffic. Mr. Lane
informed us that the Railway Co. had
promised to take up their rails and turn the
bridge over to the County just as soon as the
snow was gone, which will be in a few days,
from the way it is melting now. The
Commissioners will lose no time in getting
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the structure ready for use. They have
made arrangements with the Munroe
Brothers’ mill to saw logs, which the
reservation land owners have promised to
donate, into planks. The citizens of
Northport are expected to give as liberally
as they can toward helping the county in the
work. After the completion of the bridge the
matter of converting the railway
right-of-way into a vehicle traffic highway
will be taken up, and after it is completed
the whole county will be greatly benefitted
as there will be extensive travel between
Spokane and British Columbia which will
take in the entire length of the county.

“While this undertaking may look like a
small matter to some, it may mean much,
as the lands across the river from Northport
will have a fair chance to be developed and
then the Upper Columbia Co. may see it to
their advantage to colonize their holdings as
they had when they made their purchase in
1917.”

On August 10, 1923, the News reported its
last news on the opening and closing of the
bridge.

“BRIDGE CONTRACT LET TO THAY-
ER BROS. FOR $999. County Commission-
ers John H. Savage, J. S. Lane and Joseph
Hudspeth, County Engineer T. M. Offutt
and County Assessor Chester R. Wiley were
in the city Tuesday and stated to the news
Editor that the contract for putting the floor
and guard rails on the abandoned Columbia
River railroad bridge was let to Thayer
Bros. of Chewelah on their bid of $999. Work
is expected to commence immediately and
when it is completed, it will be opened to the
public for free vehicle travel.

“One way of looking at it is, this will be a
matter of small importance to Northport,
but in any other way it, together with the
development of mines, farm lands, and
forest products, will tend to make Northport
a better and more important city than ever
before. While it is probably better that we
should not build too high hopes on getting a
large industry to take the place of the
smelter, such a thing is not beyond a
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possibility. There is no way in estimating
the heights we might attain.

“The bridge is 1850 feet in length, and will
be the only free bridge spanning the
Columbia River in the United States as far
as we know. There is one at Tralil, B.C. and
these two structures will open a great
highway between the United States and
British Columblia, causing a large number
of tourists to pass through our city as well as
the great convenience to ranchers and
miners.”

Editor Hughes was ever the optimist,

p 7 e
. A
. 5

v e s,

always trying to build up and never tearing
down. The bridge was planked, the railroad
bed made into a road and we traveled on it
for some 20 years, when the roadbed began
to disintegrate, the bridge was condemned
and we had another ferry, free this time, but
on restricted hours. A new highway was
built, a new bridge which had the same
trouble in the building as the old one (high
water washed out one of the bents) but
finally opened in 1956. The high water of
1948 took out most of the old bridge, the rest
was blown out by a demolition crew.

NORTHPORT LIVERY STABLE— Adol-

getting a

e the
e a

ph Fredrickson in front of his Livery Stable
in Northport 1912.

! 49




ne
dl

At -
shots
resid-
was t

No1
sever
the d.
fire s
in the
Third
avent
buildi
bank
these
which

Attl
havin;
Falls
miles
near t

The
by D.

later w

about
The

Rossla

l

J. F. FRIEDMAN CO. clothing and dry
goods. Located on Columbia Ave. it was

destroyed by 1914 fire.
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NORIYHPORTERIRES

NORTHPORT’S BIG FIRE
By Alice J. Travis of Northport

At 4:20 Monday morning May 3, 1898, four
shots rang out to waken Northport’s
residents to the realization that their town
was threatened with destruction by fire.

Northport, up to that time, had suffered
several destructive fires, but none wrought
the damage of the 1898 conflagration. This
fire swept across three or more city blocks
in the business district which lay between
Third and Seventh streets on Columbia
avenue, facing the river. Numerous small
buildings occupied space above the river
bank and various businesses flourished in
these small and very unpretentious places
which were soon burned to the ground.

At that time, Northport was in its infancy,
having been established when the Spokane
Falls & Northern Railway company
extended its road here, but it was growing
rapidly as a border town located only 9
miles from the boundary line which lies
near the mouth of the Pend Oreille river.

The Spokane Falls & Northern was built
by D. C. Corbin, of Spokane, in 1892 and
later was built to Nelson, B.C. -a distance of
about 80 miles.

The Red Mountain railway, or spur, to
Rossland, B. C., was also built by Mr.
Corbin, to connect with the main line here,
for the purpose of transporting ore from the
Le Roi mine to smelters east of Spokane.
Until the SF&N railroad bridge was built
in 1897, it was necessary to ferry the ore
across the Columbia but after completion of
the bridge and the Northport smelter, the
Le Roi ore was smelted in Northport. It is
said that 375 to 750 tons of ore were hauled
daily to the Le Roi smelter here.

The railroad bridge was one of the first
Columbia river bridges built in this state
and although it was condemned in 1946, it
was not taken down until 1950. Ferry service
was again installed, in 1946, and continuczd

until the present highway bridge was
completed. This bridge is, of course, not a
railway bridge - the railroad to Rossland
was torn up years ago.

Railroad and Dbridge construction,
combined with smelter construction,
brought a steady influx of workers during
those early days - and prosperity too - to this
little town on the Columbia. Newcomers,
fired with the spirit of true frontiersmen,
located here, many of them going into
business, construction work, blacksmith-
ing, and other trades and professions.
Among well-known early-day characters,
were Onion Creek Jack, Mule Jackson, and
later a tall black-haired robust fellow who
was called Black Jackson.

The main street, Columbia, named, of
course for the river which flows past the
town, was like the proverbial bee, but the
residential area lay on what was known as
the upper flat, on which was located a
number of attractive homes and a few
business places. Tall pine trees and wild
shrubs were numerous throughout the
residential area and this district was quiet
and peaceful as most small towns are.

Silver Crown Mountain, which lies back of
the town, overlooked, as it still does,
Northport and its river and mountains to
the north and west. The farm-to-market
road encircles the mountain, on the town
side and leads to Deep Creek district.
Majestic old Silver Crown Mountain has
seen many changes, both good and bad,
throughout the years, but stands as
guardian and sentinel still.

At the time of the fire, Northport had no
complete water system, no fire department,
and no electric light plant, though the
smelter company later furnished water
mains for the city water system which has
been in use many years. A fellow named
Bob Morrill built a small power plant in
Deep Creek Canyon and furnished




electricity to Northport for some time
later.

When the 1898 fire broke out bucket
brigades were formed and they battled
tirelessly to save the town’s business
blocks. Conditions would have been even
worse, had it not been possible to get water
from the SF&N storage tank just east of
town in the vicinity of the smelter site.
Railroaders and other citizens hauled water
with railway engines and all workers fought
valiantly against odds.

It is interesting, at this point, to note that
water for public drinking and household
purposes was sold to townspeople by the
barrel at this time. It was hauled from the
river and from Deep Creek by the “water-
man,’”’ and one of the first to sell it, was a
certain Bill Adams. The foregoing
information was given the writer by one
who resided here at that time.

Most of Northport’s buildings were of
frame construction, many of them
two-storied, and the fire fanned by a light
wind, spread rapidly.

The cause of the fire was not positively
determined but it is generally believed that
an upset oil lamp started it, in the rear of
the R. E. Stout barber shop, on the So. E.
corner of Fourth and Columbia, and
spread’ rapidly to the Madden-Riley
building.

Due, likely, to the early hour, help was
slow in arriving at the scene and these
buildings were soon enveloped by flames
‘which spread to other buildings south and
‘east of the new Madden building and the
Madden-Riley saloon, both of which were
destroyed.

The occupants of adjacent buildings
carried out furniture, stock and personal
belongings at breakneck speed and teams
and wagons were used to haul them to safer
places. Even a large portion of the
drugstore stock, belonging to Dr. J. J.
Travis, (more or less difficult to handle)
was moved across the railroad track and
saved from the flames.

A change in the wind carried embers into
the section west of Fourth street and soon
this block of buildings was ablaze.

The first section to burn east of Fourth
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included the Madden-Riley buildings and
saloon; the Weaver livery barn and
contents (though the horses were turned out
and saved); F. Gribi restaurant, C. C.
Anderson building, Bartlett & Trullinger
cigar store, Wallace lodging house, the
Peerless building, owned by George
Thomas; Perdue & Thomas building, Otis
Arnold store, Vance store, Swanson
restaurant, Blake building, Huglo Moser
saloon (one of 26 which flourished here
during that era), P. J. Lyons building,
Harris & De Haven meat market; Dawson
merchandise store, Charles Trullinger
jewelry store, Pat Devine saloon, Macy
Brothers building and restaurant, Floyd
Smith barber shop, Ferguson saloon, Billy
Moore bowling alley and the Northport
Trading company store, owned by T. L.
Savage and located on the southwest
corner of Columbia and Third, present site
of the New Zealand hotel.

West of Fourth the buildings on both sides
of the railroad track were built close
together (as were those east of Fourth) and
fire enveloped them almost simultaneously,
regardless of the use of dynamite to stop the
spread of the fire.

The A. T. Kendrick building, a two-story
brick general merchandise store, on the
corner, was the only structure that escaped
destruction in this entire block and it
escaped, also, the big fire of 1914 - perhaps a
rabbit foot had been placed in its
cornerstone. It still houses the Kendrick
Mercantile company, Northport’s largest
store, though A. T. Kendrick, first owner,
sold out to the present owners many years
ago.

It is significant (of something or other)
that the only building left standing east of
Fourth Street on Columbia was the small
wooden structure which housed the law
office of J. A. Kellogg, on the corner of
Third. Attorney J. A. Kellogg left for the
Coast about 1904 and located in Bellingham.
He was prominent in that city and became
its mayor a short time later.

West of the A. T. Kendrick store places
destroyed were the Northport State bank.
Newland lodging house and one of
Northport’s first drugstores (owned by Dr,
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Started This Morning
C/29 - /T34

R V. Stewart was expected to come
to Northport Wednesday tn start up
the work on the school gymuoasium,
uader the Washington Emergeocy
Relief Adwministration, but oo ac-
count of an emergency call to Che-
ney, he was unable to be here.
However, Miss Ruth Brown, relief
commissioner, was delegated the job
and examlned aplicants for work aand
fssued cards. There were between
45 and 50 applicants

The first snify was put to work
this morniag, Friday, Juae29th As
yet it h4as not been decided just ex-
actly how many men will be employ-
ed on each shift, as a number will
be employed at the sawwmill where
the timbers will be squared oun three

’
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NORTHPORT GYM— Built by

Teiing

the WPA

during the depression. Poles for the unique
building came from the Boundary pole
yard. The building burnt in 1963.
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sides.

We uonderstand that it is planoed
to investigate each applicaot thor-
oughly and gtve out the work to fit
the needs of the parties, those most
pneedy getting the most work. This
plan seems t0 have the approval of
nearly everybody.

Emil Schmeller of Chewelah, who
had charge of the construction work
when it shut dowa io the spring,
will again .be on the j b, and Ray
Evans will be fureman as before
Both have proved their efficiency and
no doubt, the work will be pushed
through rapidly on schedule.

We are informed that the wmea will
each be paid 50c per hour and work
eight hours per day and be kept on
two to three days per week. but this
may pessibly be chaoged slightly
later oao.

It is boped by all that nothing will
occur to halt the progress of the
work and that the structure wili be
finished by the time school starts o
the rall. The gym will be very com-
modius and a credit to Northport.

Early newspaper story on June 29, 1934

tells of gym’s construction.
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J. J. Travis, well-known Stevens county
pioneer who had served as a member of
the constitutional convention of the state in
1889; R. G. Field grocery, Halbeiss harness
shop; Sline saloon, building and stock;
Sanderlin barber shop, Cy Townsend
building. (Cy Townsend was Northport’s
first postmaster and his service dated back
to 1891 when the post office was located six
miles below the town. It was moved from
there as soon as the railroad was completed
into Northport.)

Other places destroyed were three
buildings owned by M. R. Galusha (perhaps
Spokane’s M. R. Galush); two buildings
owned by John A. Finch, King building,
several houses owned by Robert Rembel,
Wigwam saloon, Mary Eagen hotel and
restaurant, Columbia Hardware company,
S. F. Davis block, Alberta House, owned by
Albert Loiselle, and various other frame
buildings owned by O’Conner and
Cunningham, T. A. Perrott, William
Sluthour, Almstrom Brothers, Henry Hicks,
Theresa Klepsch, A. K. Ogilvie, A. A,
Batterson, Dr. J. J. Travis, William P.
Hughes (Northport’s first mayor, pioneer
newspaper man who owned, edited and
published the Northport News. His first
printing press was brought into this town by
ox-team before the railroad was built. Mr.
Hughes was also notary public and United

Inside the former log gym. This building
served for many years as the town’s sport
center, hall for dances, plays, social
gatherings, wedding receptions. Note the
large white stone fireplace at right. Picture
taken 1947.
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Rock fireplace only standing remains of
Northport gym fire.
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States commissioner here for many years.).

What was known as the Jennie Crow
house was taken by the flames and also the
A. W. Calder dental office and equipment.
Other Dbuildings lost were Webb’'s
second-hand store; Stark lodging house;
Ahlman restaurant, Welch building, Dr.
Armstrong’s veterinary offices and
equipment, E. Black store, Cameron
blacksmith shop, Adel Bishop livery barn,
Harris lodging house and the Waters-Honey
millinery shop. Several Chinese laundries,
which did a flourishing business in those
days, were completely destroyed as were
small shops on the north side of the railroad
track, and several other small places of
business, more or less removed from the
closely-built-up area.

Of more or less interest to the average
reader is the fact that at the time of this fire,
(and for some years afterward) Northport
had a ‘‘restricted district,”” which was
located in this part of town, and back
toward the hill. These ‘‘houses of ill fame,”’
as they were known, and the dance halls
near them (a part of them in reality), were
destroyed - in a few short hours the gay and
bawdy places which housed all sorts of
gambling, harlotry and kindred vices, were
no more.

The total has been

financial loss
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Northport gym consumed by flames.

estimated at various amounts but the
generally accepted figure is between $200,00
and $250,000 - no definite record seems
available.

Little of this loss was covered by
insurance as rates were high in the new and
bustling town which was without adequate
fire protection.

At the time of the 1898 fire, two mills were
supplying the lumber for Northport's
building needs. One was located at the
mouth of Deep creek about three miles east
of town. It was owned and operated by
“Doc” Thompson and son, Cully, of
Chewelah. The other mill was operating on
the river in town and was known as the Lee
mill. Thousands of feet of lumber were
supplied by these two mills for the building
era which preceded and followed the big
fire.

The old Le Roi copper smelter, which
operated some years, was purchased later
by the Day brothers of the Coeur d’Alenes
and transformed into a lead smelter. It
was rebuilt at a cost of approximately
$1,500,000 and operated for eight to 10
years and was then dismantled. The
smelter site is now owned by J.D. Harms.

Northport’s population during smelter
days was about 2000 to 2500.

The first city election was held on June 23,




1898, and officers elected to serve the new
town were: Mayor, William P. Hughes;
attorney, J. A. Kellogg; clerk, D. S.
Hammond; treasurer, F. G. Slocum ; health
officer, Dr. J. J. Travis.

Councilmen elected were: Al Almstrom,
T. L. Savage, A. K. Ogilvie, A. T. Kendrick,
Cy Townsend, Dr. J. J. Travis and Dr. J. F.
Harris.

A number of these early day city fathers
were active in city administration work for
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JULY 1914 Fire - Looking upriver from
4th Street.

many years afterward and served in
various capacities when the city was
incorporated.

One old building to stand the onslaught of
time and unaffected by any fires is the
former Grand View hotel, built by D. C.
Corbin during railroad construction days. It
is a two and one-half story frame located
on Fourth and Summit, and is owned by
Tony Gallo.
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The Big Fire of 1914

By Margaret Evans
From the Northport News, Wed. July
99th, 1914, - After the Third and largest fire.

“Three times and out. That’s where
Northport stands today. The business
portion of the City has been burned three
times, the first one being in the summer of
1893, when two blocks (5 and 6) were
consumed, at that time these were the
principal business blocks. In 1898, blocks 4
and 5 were burned. When the first two big
fires occurred, the city had a bright
outlook and in a very short time it was
re-built better than ever. We have now had
it so dull for so long, and with nothing in
sight for the immediate future, that it is
doubtful whether more than two or three
buildings will be rebuilt in the immediate
future. It is rather amusing to hear the
expressions of different people. Most of
those who never made any particular
success in life will shake their heads and
with a wise look say: ““That is the last of
this town, it will never be rebuilt.”” There
are others of indomitable will who have
generally met with a fair share of success
who say: “The town is all right and it will
not be long before she will be better than
ever.”

..“The scribe’s opinion is that we are badly
bent for the present. In fact we are down
and out now. But with the admirable
resources of various kinds, which will take a
little time to develop, it will not be over two
or three years at most, when Northport will
rise, Phoenix-like, from the ashes, and it
will not only be a better built city than
ever before, but more prosperous, with a
prosperity that will not down or wear off.

Another Great Affliction
“At about 3 o’clock last Wednesday
afternoon fire was discovered bursting out

of the Adolph Fredrickson two story frame
building on Fourth street. The first tfloor of

the building was lower than the sidewalk,
which was unoccupied, and the upper floor
which was level with the street, was used as
a garage, and therefore considerably
soaked with gasoline. The weather was hot,
the buildings dry as tinder and a stiff little
breeze was blowing from the South. The fire
department was quickly on the scene with
hose and ladders, but the flames were so
fierce and sudden, and the water pressure,
usually so strong, was very weak from some
unknown cause, that it was seen from the
start a big fight was on hand to cope with it.
The flames soon jumped across a vacant
lot to the telephone building, and then
almost immediately spread to the Davis
and Deconinck buildings, the latter being
occupied by L. Cook as a restaurant and
lodging house. From this time on it rapidly
spread to surrounding buildings, and in
about an hour had consumed everything in
block 4, the most solidly built business
block in the city. The flames then jumped
across Third Street and did not stop until
the large depot and U.S. Customs house
combined was consumed.

“The fire was so hot and the flames so
far-reaching that most of the little that was
saved afterward burned while reposing in
its supposed place of safety.

“The firemen fought bravely and well
and made few mistakes.

‘“While the fire was raging in block 4 the
surrounding blocks were in so much danger
that constant playing on the fronts and roofs
of the buildings with garden hose was
necessary to prevent them from becoming
ignited. The business buildings on the west
side of Fourth Street, although the wind
was in their favor, were so hot that the paint
on them sizzled and most of the windows
were broken. The large frame buildings on
Summit Ave. across the street from the fire
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were also in grave danger, and only for
constant work with garden hose would have
been burned. While the Ferandini building
was burning, the Chas Adam cabinet shop
and Farmer’s Co-op Store across the street
were found to be smoking several times.
Had the fire jumped across the street on
Fourth or across Summit Ave. God only
knows where it would have stopped, but we
feel quite sure that the News would not be
here to tell of it.

“The fire is thought to have been caused
by boys lighting matches in the lower story
or by spontaneous combustion.

“The Following were the buildings
destroyed and losses etc. so far as we could
learn. Necessarily there will no doubt be a
few errors, but in the main it is correct.

Garage, two stories, with unoccupied
cottage owned by Adolph Fredrickson. No
Ins. Loss, $4,000

Telephone building, two stores, Occupied
by telephone office, also. by F. M.
Claghorn’s family as a residence and Joe
Deconinck with a room for sleeping. Loss on
building, $2000 Loss to the Claghorns
$1,000, loss to Joe Deconinck on furniture,
clothing etc. $250

Loss to Telephone Co.
Insurance.

G. F. Davis, two stories with basement.
Unoccupied. No Insurance. Loss $1,000.

L. Cook, restaurant and lodging, two
stories with basement, building owned by
Joe Deconinck No Insurance. Mr. Cook’s
loss was $1,000 and Mr. Deconinck’s on
building $2,000. .

Meumann two story building, owned by F.
G. Slocum, Unoccupied and no Insurance.
Loss $2,000.

Home Plate Saloon of Jack Leonard.
Building owned by F. G. Slocum. No
insurance on Saloon loss $2,000. Insurance
on building $500, loss $1,000.

Harris & Dehaven meat market building,
owned by W. W. Harris and Carl Dehaven
with all butcher outfit such as sausage and
other machines, knives, cleavers, furniture
etc. No insurance, Loss $2,000.

Two story building, unoccupied owned by
A. V. Downs, no Insurance, loss $2,000

$1000. No

Quigley’s Pool room, building owned by
F. G. Slocum. Insurance on building $500
loss $1,000. No insurance on Mr. Quigley’s
outfit, loss $400.

Post office building owned by W. F. Case,
who conducted the Post office Store in the
front part and T. T. Richardson with the
Post office in the rear. Mr Case’s insurance
was $1,900 loss, $4,000. Mr. Richardson was
uninsured and lost about $500.

Unoccupied building owned by F. G.
Slocum. No insurance. Loss $1,000.

Building owned by Floyd C. Smith and
occupied by him as a barber shop and bath
house. No insurance, Loss $2,000.

Log Cabin Saloon, business and
equipment owned by E. F. Pick and Thomas
McLaughlin: Insurance $2,000; loss $4,500.
The building was of brick and owned by F.
G. Slocum, insurance $1,000 Loss $3,000.

Big two story building owned by George
Thomas, unoccupied. No insurance, Loss
$4,000.

Two story building owned by T. B.
Rouston and occupied by him with
Headquarters Saloon and sleeping rooms;
Insurance, $1,500; loss $4,000.

Savage building owned by F. G. Slocum,
used for public hall and theater down stairs
and offices and Lodge rooms upstairs.
Insurance on building $2,000, loss $6,000.
Loss to C. E. Allison who had an office
upstairs, real estate, $500 with no insurance.
The building was a big two story brick
structure -and covered two lots.

Livery stable, building and business
owned by David M. Downs. No insurance
and loss $2,000. Fortunately all the horses
and most of the vehicles were hired out.

The New Zealand Hotel, a large two story
with basement brick building covering two
lots owned by Mr. and Mrs. Magnus Wulff
and the business conducted by them.
Insurance, $3,000., Loss on building $9,000;
on furniture, fixtures etc. $4,000. Total loss,
$13,000.

Two story frame building owned by a
Spokane man, formerly called the Dakota
House, and unoccupied, no insurance, loss
$1000.

Two small houses and a three story
building owned by Mr. and Mrs. Magnus
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Wulff all used for lodging purposes by the
Wulffs except the lower floor of the big
building, which was occupied by Mr. and
Mrs. C. A. Spicer as a photograph gallery
and a place of abode when they were in the
city. Fortunately friends of the Spicers
saved most of their goods, therefore their
loss will probably not exceed $200 with no
insurance. The Wulffs had no insurance and
their loss was about $2000.

Two story building occupied by H. W.
Brooks for storing elderberry wine on the
ground floor, owned by Mrs. Rose
Ferrandini. Neither party carried insur-
ance. Mr. Brook’s loss about $2000, the
building, $1,000.

One story building owned by Dr.
Diffenbacher, unoccupied and uninsured.
Loss $1,000.

Residence of Mrs. Wm St. Clair. No
insurance. Lost everything about the
premises - even all their clothing except
what they had on, the house cat and rabbits,
which jumped back into the flames after she
had previously rescued them. Loss $500.

Kendrick Merec. Co. big two story brick
warehouse, Filled with flour, agricultural
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JULY 1914 Fire - Looking down towards
railroad depot. Note fire hose carrier at
right.

implements, and merchandise of various
kinds. Loss of goods $3,000, loss of building
$4,000, Insurance, $3,000.

S. F. & N. depot - largest in Sievens
County. Occupied as railway offices,
express office and U.S. Customs offices.
Insurance unknown, Loss of Building,
about $8,000, and other losses unknown.

Beer warehouse owned by Spokane
Breweries. Loss -unknown but probably
about $1,000. -

Loss to fraternal Orders in records
paraphernalia ete. 1.0.0.F., $400; Masons,
$600; Eastern Star $250; I.O.R.N. $300;
F.O.E. $300 W.O.W. $300; Women of
Woodcraft, $600.

B.J. Carney & Co. cedar poles; loss $3,000
fully covered by Insurance,

C. C. Knutson, cedar poles, no insurance,
loss $1,000.

Mr. and Mrs. John Rigg, who lived
upstairs over the depot lost all their
furniture and clothing worth about $500 with
no insurance.

" The City had about 800 feet of hose
burned, loss about $800. The firemen had
pulled the hose along an alley so as to fight

the flames
had to flee
the hose ¢
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We understand that John Beard lost a pile
of cedar poles.

Losses to surrounding buildings by
proken glass, parched paint etc. probably
$1,000.

Miscellaneous losses such as ice houses,
small barns, chicken houses, sidewalks,
goods stored in various places, etc.
pelonging to others than those mentioned
above probably $3,000.

Each of Northport’s big fires created
about the same loss. The first in 1893
destroyed blocks 6 and 7, the second in 1898
destroyed blocks 5 and 6, and the present
one, blocks 3 and 4.

The Grand View Hotel Fire

The last big fire that was a real blow to
the Town, was the burning of the old Grand
Vview Hotel and Tony’s Market. The fire
evidently began in the old Hotel, no one had
used it for many years, and since it was
August, there was dry grass all around it.
The theory is that perhaps children were
smoking in the building, or near and set fire
to the grass or papers near. It had evidently
smoldered all night and broke out in flames
early in the morning, August 10, 1972,
Before the alarm was turned in, it was a
mass of flames, the Fire Dept. tried its
best, but they could only save buildings
across the street, like Skrobian’s pool Hall
and the Standard Station, also the old
Theatre Building. Tony’s Market, the
Grand View and a building next to it used
as a garage all went up in one of the
hottest fires I ever attended, excepting the
New Zealand Hotel fire.

The old Grand View Hotel was a real land
mark, built in 1893, it was a large square
two-story building and one of the finest in
early Northport. It had a large porch all
around it, and a sort of promenade walk on
the top, so that the second story had a real
view walk, taking in the river and the
reservation. It was the scene of the first
marriage in Northport, Oct. 21, 1893, the
News tells it thus:

“Todd and Qualey, Yesterday, :Sunday

‘Oct. 21st, Morning about 10 o’clock a
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young couple were seen riding into
Northport on horseback from the direction
of Deep Creek. They rode up to the Grand
View hotel and dismounted. A short time
afterward quite an excitement was
created when it was learned that they
were to be married, as a wedding had

never occurred in Northport.
The happy couple proved to be Miss Julia

A. Todd, eldest daughter of Rev. Todd, and
Nels Qualey, all of Deep Lake. Judge W. M.
Blake performed the ceremony in the parlor
of the Grand View hotel in the presence of a
few friends.

After receiving the congratulations of
those present, Mr. and Mrs. Qualey
mounted their horses and departed for their
Deep Creek home. The News extends
congratulations and wishes them a happy
voyage on the matrimonial sea.”

The old Hotel was the scene of many
gatherings, dances, dinners, it was quite a
place of entertainment for the ‘‘Society
People’’ of Northport. When I came here, it
was deserted, except for a business office.
Allison, the real estate potentate of
Northport, also sold Insurance, land, and
did surveying and appraisals. Quite a man.
The porches and other appendages of the
hotel had fallen off, but the building, other
than putting a new roof on it, he would not
move in any other direction. It was such a
waste to have it burn and lose it, many
times outsiders coming in remarked that it
was a noble looking old building, and it was.
However, now it is gone.

New Zealand Hotel Fire

Perhaps before I get off the fires of
Northport, I should mention the New
Zealand fire of 1962. The New Zealand
Hotel owned by Mr. and Mrs. Magnus
Wulff and their grandson Ed. Williams,
was built after the disastrous fire of 1914,
and stood on the corner of 3rd and
Columbia Ave. It was a large brick
building, two story, with a large dining
room and kitchen. When I came here, it
was all for rooming and feeding, but after
the tavern on the east side, a real nice place.
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Mr. and Mrs. Wulff retired in the late ’'40’s
and others came to run the tavern, the last
man was named Rukke.

On the night it burned, Jan. 1st, there had
been the usual hilarity and partying, it was
quite a hangout for Canadians. The fire was
raging before it was discovered, and in spite
of being a brick building it burned
completely to the ground. I went to the fire,
could not get within 3 blocks of it for the
terrible heat. Afterward, it was discovered
three people were burned in the fire, two
men and one woman.
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Bunnie and Jack Scott and children Rick
and Connie in 1951. They operated the New
Zealand Hotel a few years before it burned.
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Northport volunteer fire fighters pour
water on the once Northport Meat Market.
The building was empty at the time of the
fire. Also destroyed on the corner was the
proud, then empty Grandview Hotel.
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Fire consumes the Northport Meat
Market building on July 29, 1972, This
building was one of three destroyed in the
fire.
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Northport’s old Dodge pumper truck in
action during Gallo Fire on July 29, 1972.
This truck was acquired from the city of
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Fort Shepherd Boundary Post

Just north of the international boundary,
where the roaring Pend Oreille River enters
the mighty Columbia, a once proud but now
forgotten Hudson’s Bay post stood, known
as ‘“Fort Shepherd.”

The real Fort Shepherd was born of the
alarm and uncertainty of the period
immediately following the establishment of
the boundary. An original post had been set
at this point, but it had remained only a
small depot.

Newly appointed United States customs
officials and other office holders felt it
incumbent upon them to assert their
authority in all dealings with the Hudson’s
Bay company. Then, too, Indians disturbed
by new neighbors and new ways became
restless. These reasons gave rise to a
northern post for direct communications
through British territory with far eastern
posts.

Under command of Sir George Simpson,
James Sinclair, noted company man, was
sent to this site to construct the post.
Sinclair died before he could do any work
and the job was efficiently carried out by
Angus McDonald, the black-bearded giant
who in later years ran Fort Colville.

The post was located within a mile of the
border at a place selected by Simpson
himself. Although it was called a ‘“‘fort’ it
was not provided with either bastions nor
palisades, but was surrounded by a picket

fence. Within the enclosure were quarters
for the officers, a long building for the
workmen, a store and two warehouses. All
the buildings were of log construction and
were well built.

The fort was first known in 1859 as ‘‘Fort
Pend Oreille.”” It was changed that same
year to Fort Shepherd in honor of John
Shepherd, late governor of the Hudson’s
Bay company, who had died.

Some 200 Indians lived in the immediate
vicinity of the fort. They were a truculent
lot, at times, but were kept in subjection by
Chief Gregoire, a fast friend of the whites.

Terrible forest fires in the summer of 1866
killed off much of the game. Smoke covered
almost the entire country from Puget Sound
to the Rocky mountains. Even Indian
tradition could not recall another such
season of brush fires. This devastation of
the fur fields hastened the end of Fort
Shepherd.

It was in 1870 that Chief Factor Roderick
Finlayson recommended the abandonment
of Fort Shepherd. That same fall all the
merchandise and furnishing of the place
were removed and it was boarded up.

Two years later, through some unknown
cause, it caught fire and was destroyed. For
years the big chimney of the officers’ house
stood as a gaunt memorial to the activity
that once marked Fort Shepherd. Today,
looking on the original site, one can still
vision how it once stood.
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Fort Shepherd Hotel on the banks of the
joining Pend Oreille and Columbia River at
old Boundary. Known today as Waneta.
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Chapter 8

O EDYENUNDARY

‘Old Boundary’ Recalled

The early town of Boundary, Wash.
whose picture we are republishing above,
was well remembered by Konrad
Hartbauer, who makes his home at
Northport, The town was located on the
United States side of the border just below
where the Pend Oreille river empties into
the Columbia River on Stevens County’s
northern border.

Mr. Hartbauer writes about the picture:

“In 1892-1894 my parents had a store in
the building in upper right of center - with
hole in roof. One night when my mother and
my little brother and sister were there alone
bullets came thru the windows. The three
rushed to bed and covered themselves with
blankets.

Next morning juices ran down the shelves
‘ from punctured canned goods. The tall
building upper right was the hotel owned
and operated by Mr. and Mrs. Joe Klass.
She was Mrs. O’Keefe's mother who was
mother to Luke O’Keefe who had a repair
shop in Northport years ago. Pete Janni,
who later had Janni's Quarry here - was
road boss for the railroad construction from
here to Canada. Then the steel railroad bri-
dge was built across the Pend Oreille River
-shown partly at upper right.

The population was 900, nine saloons,
three dance halls, one store, one post office,
one hotel. On Main street socks with two
pounds of sand - used on someone’s head the
night before - could be found.

My parents knew the people who were

SRR BT
»ff ’§i§$’;go«/ ,%ék P

g

L. . buried in the small cemetery. I arrived in The swift current of the Pend Oreille
banks of the the wilderness homestead in 1896, now River just before it flows into the Columbia
nbia River at Konrad Hartbauers. I'm the last one in this  Rjver. Today it.is tamed with the Waneta

end of the county who came before 1900. Dam at this site.

as .leta.
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I LOOKING DOWN on Canadian border at
; Boundary and Waneta about 194

f The town of ‘‘old’’ Boundary located along

the Canadian line just south of where the
- Pend Oreille river joins the Columbia
h River. Waneta is located in the right center
along the same track. This is the picture
that Konrad Hartbauer relates to on
preceeding page.
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BOUNDARY HOTEL at Old Boundary -
Summer 1915. Left to right: Charlie Lucey,
unidentified, Henry Bennett, Link Dotts,
next four unidentified, Eric Norberg, Frank
Hyatt, George Bennett, Clark Mead, Ed
Hytower, Joe Class. Two women
unidentified. Mrs. Class on steps.
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Boundary pole yard during its busy
season, about 1932. Note in upper picture the
use of horses to load poles onto rallroad
cars. The building in both pictures was the
Boundary post office and store and home of
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick H. Graham.
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Chapter 9

BOUNNARNY

By Charles Graham

In 1898, following the Spokane Falls and
Northern railroad’s introduction into
Northport, builder D.C. Corbin made a deal
with the Canadian government to extend the
railroad into Nelson, B.C., where the
Canadian Pacific had completed its
transcontinental railroad from the east to
Vancouver, B.C.

Corbin’s deal with the Canadian
government was that he was to get 600,000
acres of land adjoining the railroad,
providing he completed the line by a certain
time. He got behind with the schedule, so
built from both ends to have it completed on
the due date.

At that time there was a settlement at the
line, Boundary on the U.S. side and a
settlement on the Canadian side near the
mouth of the Pend Oreille. It was named
Fort Shepherd. Actually Fort Shepherd was
established by the Hudson Bay Company
and was on the east side of the river and
about three miles north of the border. But
when prospectors found gold up the Pend
Oreille River on its south bank, the
settlement of Boundary and the so-
called Fort Shepherd grew up on both sides
of the Boundary. When Corbin moved in
with his railroad crew to build the bridge
across the mouth of the Pend Oreille, the
settlement grew and when he brought the
construction crew of 800 to build the
railroad, the town exploded and it is said
that 1500 people were living there.

The completion of the railroad coincided
with the mining camp rush to Rossland,
B.C. Most of the Boundary buildings were
torn down and the lumber used to build the
Rossland mining camp.

Boundary just became a flag stop on the
railroad. Following this the Cedar Creek
and Deep Creek areas were taken up by

homesteaders who found a market for the
abundance of Western Cedar and White
Pine found in the area.

Following this was the discovery of the
Electric Point mine about 1912 on the
Electric Point mountain, back of what was
to be Leadpoint. The mountain got its name
because it was prone to being struck by
lightning.

The mine was discovered by Chris
Johnson when he foundJead boulders lying
on top of the ground. Following this, he sold
the mine to Roy Young and Y.E. Yoder for
$22,000. Young and Yoder formed the
Electric Point Mining Company and sold
stock to develop the property, which during
its lifetime reportedly paid $3 million in
dividends. World War I was on in Europe,
but the U.S. was not a part of it, except to
supply the Allied cause against Germany.

In the meantime, the railroad had built a
sidetrack a mile and a half south of the
Canadian border for the purpose of loading
cedar poles and white pine logs and lumber.
To distinguish one place from the other, the
new siding took on the name of ‘“New
Boundary”” and the original town ‘Old
Boundary.” -

To this sidetrack at New Boundary was
built a spur line to the east to accommodate
an ore bunker for the loading of ore from the
Electric Point mine.

In the meantime, O’Brien Brothers - Jim
and Steve - had started a farming operation
on the Boundary flats. They planted several
hundred acres of alfalfa and grain and built
two large barns, a silo and two small
houses. They also got into the pole, lumber
and log business in the Cedar Creek and
Deep Creek areas. The dry Boundary flats
failed to produce and the farming operation
was given up.

Due to the war in Europe, the demand for
lead grew and the Electric Point mine
flourished. Since the mine was 14 miles




This picture was taken of the train at New
Boundary in 1919.
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from the railroad, a resting point or
junction at the bottom of the Electric Point
mountain was conceived. The Town of
Leadpoint was then platted and came into
existence.

The transportation of the ore was all
horses and wagons. Due to the steep pull up
the Electric Point mountain the horses and
wagons were only able to make one round
trip a day. An ore bunker was established at
Leadpoint and the teams working on the
mountain unloaded their ore in the bunkers
at Leadpoint. Because of the easier haul the
ore was reloaded for the four-horse teams
hauling to Boundary. The horses could
make the 20 mile round trip in a day.

During the height of the operation, 50
four-horse teams and wagons were hauling
ore from Leadpoint to Boundary. During
this time Leadpoint became a town of some
300 to 400 people.

At the New Boundary railroad point, the
O’Brien Brothers built a mercantile store,
dining room and hotel rooms for rent. The
store was operated by the Foster Brothers.

LOADING POLES at the pole yard at

Boundary with horses.

They in turn sold it to the Galbreath
Mercantile company, pioneer merchants
of the Canadian Kootenays for the past 50
years. At that time their operations
stretched from the Columbia River to the
Kootenay River at Fort Steele to the base of
the Rocky Mountains and 10 miles north of
the present town of Cranbrook. Fort Steele
is now a Provincial park and a replica of the
Galbreath stores can be seen there.

In the meantime, Foster Brothers had
moved to Hunters, where they conducted a
mercantile business for many years. A
member of the Galbreath family sent to run
the store in Boundary was called into the
Canadian army and had to go back to serve
his country.

The business was up for sale and in 1917
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick H. Graham of Colville
bought it and moved to New Boundary. The
U.S. by then had entered World War 1.
Northport’s Smelter was in full operation,
the mines were working, the timber was in
demand, especially poles for transmission
lines and the Boundary country was



B

[

booming.

On November 11, 1918, the Armistice was
signed and the war was over. The Day
Brothers, who had acquired the Northport
Smelter to smelt the ore from their famed
Hercules mine in Burke, Idaho, continued to
operate the smelter until 1921.

The Boundary and Leadpoint country had
seen their hey days. The four-horse teams
pulled out. Many of them left the country
via the Aladdin route, leaving their bills
behind. That’s when the store at Boundary
got in trouble. It had a big grain and hay
warehouse furnishing the haulers with feed.
Also, many had bought their groceries and
other merchandise from the store. At the
time, Patrick H. Graham also had been
serving as county commissioner. He
resigned before his term expired. There
was still a pole business and some ore
coming down from the mines. The
Gladstone had been located near Electric
Point and it was shipping some ore.

In 1921, Purty O’Hare, the postmaster at
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AT BOUNDARY— Allan automobile
owned by Jimmy Perkins in front of the
Boundary general Merchandise Store and
Hotel operated by P. H. Graham.

0ld Boundary, wanted to move to his place
near Leadpoint and give up his post office.
The post office was moved to New Boundary
and Mrs. Graham became the postmaster.
There was a star mail route between
Boundary and Leadpoint which served
some 240 patrons. The perennial mail
carrier was Harry Smythe. The 240 patrons
consisted of homesteaders, pole peelers and
loggers of white pine. Most of their logs
went to the Deer Park mill.

Following this, Graham went to work for
O’Brien Brothers in their pole yard. He
maintained the store and his wife ran the
post office. Times were getting tougher and
credit was poor. The store ran up a massive
amount of accounts receivable and they
were forced to close the store in 1923 and
turn over the accounts payable to the
Spokane Merchants Association.

The O’Briens moved out of the picture and
Graham took over the management of the
Pole yard for the National Pole Co.
Following this the National Pole Company 4
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pulled out and he operated the yard for
himself for several years. After that the B.
J. Carney Company took over the National
Pole operation and moved back into
Boundary and Northport. As a result,
Graham again became the county
commissioner. The Graham family
continued to live in Boundary.

Graham died in 1948 after he had been
appointed to serve out the term of County
Commissioner Vern Williams. Mrs.
Graham remained at Boundary until 1951
when the place was sold to John Rotter. At
that time she had served 30 years as the
postmaster. Upon her decision to retire the
government closed and discontinued the
Boundary post office. She moved to
Northport after selling the place.
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HIGH GRADE ore at Electric Point Mine
in 1915,
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Studebaker car at right. Taken about 1912,
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Chapter 10

N ORI H PO R TR B LS TN ELSIS ES

Northport Businesses (1916-1917)

C. E. Allison - Real Estate, Loans and
Insurance. He sold lots for $100 in Original
and Corbius

Columbia Hotel - G. A. Barker Prop.
(Emma Barker)

Meris Hotel - Hats, Suits, luggage,
Women’s clothing, (0. E. Helgason)

New Zealand Hotel - Magnus Wulff, wife
Helma Prop. New brick bldg., Steam heat,
cook was Mrs. Minnie Durky.

G. and M. Billard Parlor - Barber, baths,
rooms, fruit, confectionery, cigars, and
Soda.

New and 2nd Hand Furniture Exchange.

Northport Livery - Thompson and Shriner
owners.

M. W. Thompson Jeweler - watch, gum,
sewing machine, repairs

Northport Baker - Curtiss and Creek
owners

Northport Meats - Frank White pror.
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Northport Lumber yard - E. R. Lyons
owner - Materials of all kinds.

Northport News - Wm. P. Hughes prop.
Subscription $2 per year, Also sells lots and
a Miner recorder and U.S. Commissioner.

Northwest Invest. Co. - G. A. Gaines and
J. D. Davis owner. Sell anything large or
small.

E. F. Pick Confectionery - E. F. Pick
owner. Candy, Ice cream, cigars, soft
drinks

John Selmar and Co.- - Selmar owner.
Summit Ave. 3rd - Full line of Hardware
and Groceries.

0. D. Standiford - Owner. General
Blacksmithing Agent for Ford Automobiles.

Kendrick Mercantile - Slawson, Riddell,
J. H. Stroh - officers

Northport Drugs - Eugene and J. J.
Travis owners

Postmaster - T. T. Richardson - George
Scully assistant postmaster.
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Chapter 11

BEARDSSEIT IR EREUIPNING

(The following part of Northport history
was contributed by Mrs. Margaret Evans, a
proud pioneer member of the Northport
community.)

BEARD’S STORE BLDG.

There are many articles written in the
Northport News about the old Silver Crown
Saloon, and some of them tell of the troubles
the patrons had with the “Girls’’ who used
tobe a part of it. It was a sort of ‘‘Gunsmoke
Days’ time. From the alley on Fourth
Street thru to fifth street, back of the
buildings and between Fourth and Fifth was
a warren of small houses, buildings etc.
built close together. These were where the
Dance Hall girls lived for the most part, and
it was known as the ‘“‘Red Light District.”
This was true until 1914, when the Town
Council voted to do away with it, and they
were not to be licensed any more.

The ‘“News’’ tells that one day one of the
“Girls”” was walking past the Kendrick
Merc Co. and looked up to see one of the
clerks standing at the window and smiling
at her. She quickly kicked up and broke out
the window! Another time one of the
“Girls”’ playfully put her arm around a
patron of the Saloon, and in so doing lifted
his wallet. When he found it missing, he had
all the girls searched, one by one, but they
so skillfully passed it from one to the other
that he never did regain it!

Among the tragic stories told about the
early days of the saloon, I think this one
reported in the Northport News was the
strangest:

‘“‘Once more the deadly bullet has created
a sensation in Northport. On Monday night
abut 7:30 p.m. Clayton Penrose shot H, W.
Jackson, (known throughout the West as
Bearhunter Jackson) through the body, the
bullet entering just above the hip on one
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side, passing thru the body and passing out
on the opposite side. The trouble occurred in
the Silver Crown Saloon. After Mr. Jackson
was shot he grabbed a rifle that was
somewhere in the room and firing one shot
hit Mr. Penrose in the right arm. Mr,
Jackson then went to the front of the saloon
and sat down on the doorstep. Afterward he
was taken to the office of the Silver Crown
Hotel, where he died about an hour after
being shot. His body was taken to his home
and Mr. Penrose was taken to a room in the
Broderius lodging house. His arm will
probably have to be amputated just above
the elbow. The preliminaries leading up to
the shooting appear to be that on Sunday
night someone entered Mr. Jackson’s
kennel and took his two famous bear dogs,
Jack and Bill. While hunting down the
thieves, he learned that Mr. Penrose had
something to do with it, and the two had
several quarrels during the day, finally
terminating in the awful tragedy.”

Just why Mr. Jackson didn’t get help at
once, and why he was left to die are
questions not answered. Perhaps the life
style of those days was to let things be
handled by the participants, or friends. It
can be noted in the early history of
Northport, that there was an independent
way of handling problems. In all the tragic
fires which three times wiped out the
business district, there was no mention of
outside help to re-build, the people tightened
their belts and began again!

Known in recent years as Beard’s Store,
but in 1893 as the Almstrom Bros. Silver
Crown Hotel and Saloon, it has had a long
history in Northport.

In 1893 the Almstrom Brothers, Emil and
Gus, built a frame hotel at the corner of the
alley on Fourth Street. It contained a saloon,
dining room and rooms to rent up-stairs.
The Saloon and Hotel were known as the
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“Silver Crown.”’

The Brothers Almstrom were solid
citizens, very well liked, and it was a
success from the start. However, the fire of
May 2, 1898, which wiped out all buildings on
the front of blocks 4, 5 and six and some on
the side streets and others along the alleys
between 4th and 5th streets, except the
Kendrick Mercantile Co., took the Alm-
strom hotel and Saloon.

The Northport News reported that there

was lots of discouragement, and it was
thought by a lot of people that the blow was
too great for the Town to recover. However,
not so. The Almstrom Bros. and others
began re-building, and now it was a brick
building that was put up. At this time there
were a great many English Masons who had
come to Canada, and during the building of
the first Smelter they came to Northport to
work on it, putting up the brick work
needed. They Were the finest of artisans
that could be had, and their handiwork
shows in the Almstrom Building, the
Kendrick Mercantile Co. and the old Grade
School. The bricks for these buildings were
made in Northport, the brick plant was
situated west of what was Palm’s Mill, and
operated for many years. High grade brick
was turned out. '

The Northport News reports the following
re: Almstrom’s Building.

“Aug. 18, 1898. Last Saturday the night
the Almstrom Bros. opened their new place
to the public. Soon after the destructive fire
of May 2nd of this year, it was rumored that
the Almstrom Bros. were to re-build and
with brick, but little was known for certain
for a time. However, after two or three
weeks of uncertainty, they commenced
excavating a large cellar. Then a stone
foundation was put in, covering the front of
two lots. Then another delay that caused an
uncertainty in the mind of the public, but
not for any great length of time, for brick
began to be piled on the premises and it was
known that Charley Barly, the brick
manufacturer had a contract for a twe-story
brick block.

“Today it is an uncertainty no longer, for
a large symmetrical brick block stands

where the Old Silver Crown stood before the
fire.

“Before the ashes got cold they had a
temporary building up and were running
their saloon and restaurant. Last Saturday
they moved into their new quarters. It was
announced in the afternoon that they would
have an opening that night. Scarcely had
the building been lighted up before the
people began to arrive, and for several
hours the place was filled with citizens who
gathered to show their appreciation of the
efforts of their fellow-townsmen in helping
to re-build the city.

“The Almstrom Bros. are wide-awake,
enterprising business men. They were hit
hard by the fire, with many others. They
now have a brick block they may well feel
proud of that materially adds to the
substantial appearance of our city. In their
efforts to build up the city, the rest of us
may do well to pattern after them.”

The Silver Crown Saloon, restaurant and
Rooming house was a going concern as long
as the Almstroms were alive, but on the
death of one of the brothers, the other one
left and the building was leased to J. C.
Liebee. About this time prohibition came
along, and the handsome bar was taken out
and sold and a restaurant continued in the
saloon’s place. In the other part of the

COLVILLE, BOUNDARY and Laurier
Auto Freight in front of Beard’s Store.
Driver is Ivan Harlan.
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building a meat market flourished for a
time. Later, Mr. Liebee gave up the lease,
and Miss Celia Laird had a restaurant
there. All this time the rooms on the second
floor were being rented. Mrs. Almstrom
had an apartment up there until she died.
When the second Smelter closed and bad
days came upon Northport, the building was
empty of any business and only Mrs.
Almstrom’s apartment used upstairs. Mr.
John Beard then moved his grocery and
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Early Northport Columbia river picture
looking down river towards the Little
Dalles.

feed business into the building using the old
saloon part for storage and the kitchens for
living quarters. At John’s death, his son
George and his wife Amy took over and
conducted the business until they retired in
1976.

In the early days, John Beard was the
owner of the White Swan Saloon. He is the
man who wouldn’t use pennies and dumped
all he got into the river at the foot of 4th
Street. It is said, some $300 worth.
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Chapter 12

PEACESR EREANDNITARKS

By Bill Heritage
Williams Siding

A good sized village down over the hill
from the Williams Lake turnoff from the
main highway down the river.

There was a big sawmill, grocery store
with a postoffice combined, a boarding
house, and a lot of homes there.

Town Of Ryan

There were so many settlers, homestead-
ers, miners, cattlemen wanting to get
across the river to go to Kelly Hill, Orient
and places farther away, that a ferry was
built that would take six wagons across at
one time. Needless to say it was kept on the
go many hours a day.

It was located just south of China Bend
where the State Highway gravel pit is
located and down over the hill, toward the
river.

There was a trading store and postoffice
combined, a boarding house, Blacksmith
shop, one or two saloons, stable, and quite a
few homes.

China Bend

China Bend is located 13 miles south of
Northport on the Columbia river, where the
river made a big bend in the smoother and
lower foothills. The name came naturally as
it was known that about 5,000 Chinamen
panned for gold in the area on the river and
the lesser streams.

The Indians resented this but not enough
to keep them from gambling with the
Chinamen.The story goes that the Indians
caught the Chinamen cheating and a big
battle ensued. The Indians surrounded the
Chinamen at the bend in the river and a lot
of men died. The Indians cut off the
Chinamen queues or hair, and finally to

save themselves they tried to swim the
river and some died in the attempt.

About that time the soldiers from Fort
Colville came and took charge of the
situation. There were an awful lot of
unregistered alien Chinamen that were
taken away and deported. The Chinamen
that got across the river were supposed to
have hid their gold in several places, and
even to this day some old timers look
longingly that way, wishing they could go
look for that hidden gold, that they just
know is there yet, ““Of such are dreams
made of.”

Lonesome Hurst

Is just across the river from China Bend
and the two names are intermingled so now
the place or area is the same.

Lonesome Hurst is a place where the
trains always stopped to take on water from
a water tank.

There used to be a show place farm at this
place and sometimes the engineers stopped
the train for 10 or 15 minutes or so, that
people could get off the train and stretch
their legs and look at some of the interesting
things displayed for their viewing.

One time the train was stopped for the
pleasure of the passengers to watch a big g
bull fight, between Mike O’'Tool’s big
white faced bull and Chester Wiley and his
dad’s big Shorthorn bull. What a fight. The
fight was so active, agile and furious and
lasted so long with neither bull giving in
that they would have to stop fighting a few
minutes and blow and bellow and throw a
lot of dirt with great abandon and start
fighting again. The fight just stopped, as
the bulls were so tired they just stood
there glaring at each other and trembling
and shaking so hard they could hardly
stand up and so the fight was over but
without a winner. The aftermath was that
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both bulls had to be destroyed as they
were absolutely no good afterwards.

The people who saw the fight said they
had never seen such a long savage fight.
They fought nearly an hour and the foam
few every which way and the dirt was torn
up for an unbelievably big area. That was
a trip the people never forgot and they
ever afterward held the engineer in high
praise for stopping the train so they could
see and enjoy the fight.
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Skinny Flats

A bench above the river which was a
continuation of the Marble farm. This farm
was known all over the world for the
fabulous apples produced there. In fact, Surroun
some of those apples won blue ribbons for farmers
being the best apples in the world at the - -faith. T
World’s Fair in Paris, France. There was a

big article in the Spokesman Review about It wa
it. There were many car loads of apples establis
sold each year from there, for many and 191
years. of &~\F
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CATHOEICYCHLURLH

From Black Robes and Indians on the
Last Frontier by Sister Raufer

“Every first Sunday of the month
the priest visited Northport, a city of about
1200, mostly men, thirty-five miles from the
mission. (St. Regis at Ward, Wash.) The
town had a small but beautiful new church
with an adjacent room that served as
sacristy and as living quarters. Only about
80 persons came to Mass even though about
half the population was then Catholic. The
priest went to the workshops of the smelter,
mixed with the workers, and encouraged
them to come to church. These were mostly
young people who had been away from the
Church for a long time. Father Caldi
realized the need for a resident priest.
Surrounding the city were many Catholic
farmers who had forgotten much of their

- ~faith. The year was 1901.”’

It was also noted that a mission was
established at Niggercreek between 1908
and 1912, according to the Historia Domus
of St. Francis Regis Mission, Ward, Wash.
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Pure Heart of Mary Catholic church in
Northport.
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Chapter 14

UNLS LA BN UGGLETS

""Northport A Ghost Town?"

By Evelyn A. Matesa
Northport a Ghost Town?

Last year I was looking through a Ghost
Town Book, to my disbelief and
amazement, there was Northport listed as
one of the Ghost Towns of Washington state,
I found it very hard to believe that Ed and I
were living six months of every year in a
Ghost Town, the city of Ed’s birth.

1 always thought a Ghost Town was a
place where all the people had moved out,
leaving the buildings and homes to the
elements, where the weathered buildings,
doors; and windows were creaking in the
wind, cobwebs all over and rats scurrying
around, could this be our Northport’s
description? Never!

In fact this same story, with pictures was
in two different books, one book was called
‘““Washington Ghost Towns,’’ the other book
was called ‘“Ghost Towns of the West”
Alaska, The Yukon and British Columbia,
both books were published by the same
publisher “The Superior Publishing
Company’’ and both of the stories in these
two books were written by the same author,
Lambert Florin.

The exact words from the Ghost Town
article as written by the above author and
publisher are as follows, written word for
word. And I quote:

Northport, Washington

A few miles below the United States -
Canada line the Columbia River flows past
the sleepy old town of Northport, once one of
the most roistering mining camps in the
state of Washington. At this point below
Silver Crown Mountain the Columbia is
wider than it used to be, now forming
Roosevelt Lake by waters backed up from
Grand Coulee Dam.
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In April 1892 the only means of travel here
was along a mountain and at the future site
of Northport there were only three
homesteaders’ cabins. Yet a few short
months later the place had a newspaper, the
Northport News; its little press hauled in by
ox team and set up in the huddle of tents and
shacks. The first issue came out on July 4th,
greeting the community: “It is already a
town. Tomorrow - a few tomorrows hence,
at any rate - it will be a city.”

A forest fire threatened the dry buildings
that first summer and a change in wind
saving them. In September the railroad
reached town and Northport was on its way
to becoming ‘‘the future mining, milling,
smelting and agricultural city of
Northeastern Washington.

There followed a series of disastrous fires
and after each the town was rebuilt, each
time more permanently so that today the
buildings remaining are of brick. One
striking exception is the huge frame
brothel.

After the fire came flood. With the spring
freshets of 1894 the Columbia rose far above
normal. All of Northport down along the flat
was swept away, the main portion higher on
the bank left untouched. All future building
was above the reach of high water.

British Columbia was speeding along with
its mines and some of the biggest producers
were having a hard time getting ore
smelted and finished. One was the huge
LeRoi operation just off the Rossland trail
and the owners decided to build a large
smelter in Northport. Although the
Canadians put up a spirited fight to have 1t
on their side of the border it was plain the
necessary materials for smelting, such as
limerock for flux, existed in enormous
quantities in Northport and the smelters
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could work the ore much more cheaply
there. The British Columbia concern
interested American Capital and a U.S.
Company was formed to build the $250,000
smelter. The Northport Smelting and
Refining Company plant was ‘‘flown in’’ in
1897.

Labor troubles beset the company almost
from the start. The owners bitterly resented
any efforts of the mill and smeltermen’s
Union to organize the workers. In 1901 they
went on strike, demanding they be allowed
to join the union. The company retorted that
any employee doing so would be fired, and
imported a large crew of non union men
from the east. As the strike continued
sixty-two more men arrived and this started
riots requiring the efforts of the Colville
sheriff to quell. The strikers made things so
tough for the new men, thirty-five quit.

At the end of nine months with nothing
settled, the western Federation of Miners
with headquarters at Denver decided to cut
the aid it had been extending to striking
Northport men. One morning the strikers
found the union’s free eating place closed
and many went hungry. A mass meeting
was held, the strike called off, the union was
abandoned and its charter surrendered.

Now international difficulties arose and
for a time the smelter company was so
harried it shut down entirely and the town
became a ghost before its time. Accused of
being aliens at the core, the company
incorporated under the laws of Idaho and
began accepting ores from Coeur d’Alene
districts in that state. Had the entire output
of Kellogg, Mullen, Gem and the other
mines in that area been available to the
Northport smelter the action would have
meant continuing life, but the Idaho
smelters took most of their ore. Once again
the Northport plant closed down and the
town was almost deserted.

There was a ray of hope when the rumor
spread that the American Smelting and
Refining Co. had bought the plant and
people began to move in. Then the final,
devastating blow fell, spelling Northport’s
doom. The buyers had no intention of
opening the smelter. The machinery only
was wanted and when this was moved out

the source of Northport's lifeblood was an
empty shell.

Today a large sawmill stands at the edge
of the old smelter, taking up some of the
employment slack. It 1s so close in fact,
sawdust lies 1n deep drifts among the falling
brick walks and the cavernous roasting
ovens. A large quarry working a fine quality
of limestone - marble operates south of the
town.

Four pictures with above article, and I
quote under each descriptive picture as in
the above story.

There was a picture of our horse trough as
it stood for many years across from
Kendricks Mercantile. The story under 1t
goes like this' quote:

“Horse trough was scene of violence
shortly after turn of century. Argument
developed in saloon across street, one
Penrose claiming another man. Jackson,
owed him money Jackson denied this and
both *“lickered up’” tempers grew heot,
Jackson drew his gun and Penrose fled
across street behind watering trough. By
this time he had his own gun unlimbered
and when Jackson imprudently showed
himself Penrose ‘“let him have it.”

Another picture showed the two buildings
burnt in Tony’s Market Fire a few years
back.

Another picture showed the old smelter
stack at Northport. It stated near this
picture, quote:

“0ld smelter at Northport is in ruins one
stack standing, others have collapsed.
International difficulties were headache
during life of reduction works in U.S. Mines
in Canada.”

A brick tunnel under Smelter says by
picture, quote:

“Brick tunnel at old Northport smelter
which carred off gases and dust from
furnaces.”

The author and publisher of these books
define a Ghost Town this way and I quote:
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* Looking north on Columbia. Former
Northport post office in middle of block with
Kendrick Mercantile on far corner.

Beard’s Store - Torn down in late 1970°’s.
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Northport Grange hall looking north with
smelter stack in background.

Corner of 4th St. and Columbia looking
south. Kendrick Mercantile on corner.
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NORTHPORT SMELTER - In last years
of decay. Pictures from book “Washington
Ghost Towns” by Lambert Florin,
Portland, Ore. and published by Superior
Publishing, Seattle, Wash.
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“A ghost town is a shadowy semblance of
the former self.”

Those Who Stayed

The folks who remained in this city, when
things were plenty rough going indeed, and
those who have come since, are of the type
our pioneers were made of, strong, brave,
full of spirit and tenacity.

The floods came - the fires wiped them out
over and over, the smelter closed down, the
R.R. to Rossland closed down, the R.R.
Bridge over the Columbia fell in the River,
people were leaving by the hundreds, first
the transients left those without funds to go
burnt their homes to collect insurance
money - because of this those staying were
unable to buy fire insurance approximately
from 1920-1930.

Then in 1925 the new Trail Smelter opened
- The Fumes made Northport a disaster
area in a 25 mile area, all vegetation was
being destroyed, it was several years before
the smelter corrected its problems.
Meanwhile folks could buy homes in
Northport for $100-$150.

Then folks began to return to this
beautiful city.

These folks didn’t have a Doctor, a
hospital or drug store - and nearly 40 miles
to Colville - with terrible winter roads. They
had to be a special type of people. Not
coddled like city folks. However, soon a
wonderful nurse and family moved to town
so they did have a good nurse for many
years. Lorraine Gilbert and Ralph Gilbert
had a hospital in Colville many years, so she
did make life safer here for everyone.

Many new folks are arriving all the time,
all with this same pioneer spirit, all anxious
to get out of the big city.

Northport is no longer a smelter town, but
it is now built on many diversified
occupations which will last. A fine place to
live in, and to retire in. We are progressing
forward and onward.

In the last three or four years over a
million dollar new beautiful grade school
has been built, second to none in the state.
We have a beautiful accredited high school
with a grand gymnasium with 287 pupils en-
rolled this year in schools.

Many students have gone on to become
fine teachers, engineers, a doctor. We have
a fine teaching faculty.

Does this sound like a ghost town? I'll let
you decide.

Unusual “Nuggets’’ from Northport

Lambert Florin, author of Ghost Towns
and many other books, has mailed author of
this chapter, ‘“‘Unusual ‘Nuggets’ from
Northport”’, by Evelyn A. Matesa. A letter
with the following pictures he took in
Northport, Washington in 1969 or 1970 for his
Northport Ghost Town story.

He offered ‘‘Congratulations to all the
folks working on this book, in our efforts to
preserve the history of Northport.”

We thank Lambert Florin, writer of that
chapter, for his full permission to use his
photos and story from his books.

We also thank the Superior Publishing
Company of Seattle for their permission to
copy the story.

The pictures follow concerning his
versions of a ghost town.

1 Town of Columbia

In 1890, just south of Northport, the Town
of Columbia was to be in competition to
Northport. They made a plat of this little
city to be, it included all the land that the
Kaste residence is on, also across the tracks
on the flat below their home, down to the

Old horse trough across from Kendrick
Mercantile.
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Landmark corner building destroyed in
1972 fire.

river, also it goes up to and including the
Northport garbage and dump area.

It’s hard to believe that land is still under
the Plat, and how Northport forged ahead so
quickly, it left Columbia extinct before it
began.

The Best Made Brick Around

All the brick buildings in Northport were
made by a Brick Manufacturing Company
down on Onion Creek way, at the turn of the
century. Even the smelter used these
bricks.

They are of an unusual quality, and no one
ever thought of going outside Northport to
get bricks.

Several of the buildings are being torn
down also, the smelter smoke stack, but
every brick is being used to make other new
beautiful buildings.

Slag Blocks

Also the slag blocks from the smelter in
Northport were used for foundations in
basements. They are glossy black and
approximately 9x12”’ almost square. They
make an unusual basement, very pretty.

Some slag block foundations still exist in
Northport today. Among them are the
Lucile Rowe Residence and the Ed Matesa
residence. The Matesa residence also is
made of these fine bricks.
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Landmark buildings at right destroyed in
fire of 1972.
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Iris Theater

As you walk into Tony’'s Market in
Northport’s City center, and see the
customers shopping, it seems it’s always
been a thriving grocery store.

It’s hard to believe this building was once
the Iris Theater, full'of people, watching the
old famous movies like Wm. S. Hart - With

piano music being played in the “pit’”’ to
match the moods of the movies.

Alex Tyllia ran the projector for years
and years. While he was changing reels, for
a short time a man and woman would play
the violin and piano.

This theater was used for all special
gatherings. High School plays, and High
school graduations. Lenore ‘““Janni’’ Tyllia
and Alex Tyllia both graduated the same
year, 1929 at the Iris Theater.

Also, Kangaroo Courts were held in the
theater.

In 1935 the beautiful new log gymnasium
was built next to the school. Graduations
were held there then. Irene ‘““Janni’’ Daily
was one of the first to graduate from there.

A Lady Pioneer Is a Good Hunter

It has just been discovered that Anna

Paparich, one of our pioneers is a great

shot.
In her lifetime she has killed one bear,

and man;
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and many deer.
Bags of Gold in the River

It’s been reported by good authority, that
way back years ago, during the turn of the
century, that when men wanted to hide gold
they put it in bags and threw it off the Old
Rail Road Bridge in Northport. When they
would go to find their gold it couldn’t be
found, and I understand to this day, no one
has ever found it.

Also, about this same time in the early
smelter days, Northport merchants didn’t
like bothering with pennies. They asked the
people to stop using them, and when they
didn’t stop, they all put them in bags, and
threw them in the river just over the bank.
This money was never found.

Silver Crown Lake

Our beautiful Silver Crown Mountain has
a bottomless Lake just over the top of the
Mountain. It is called Silver Crown Lake.

In the photo from a plane looking down
over the top of Silver Crown Mountain, onto
Northport it is a beautiful sight, with the
river and bridge in view too.

This is a very unusual lake and very
beautiful, with some areas around it with
tall grass, and ducks and wildlife.

It hasn’t been definitely determined how
this lake was formed.

Stories have been told how Rossland was
built in a crater of a volcano, which
happened thousands of years ago. Seeing
it's not too far straight across to Silver
Crown, this could have been a volcanic vent
hole made at the time of the Canadian
Volcano. Of course this all may be just
hearsay. No one is sure what did happen in
this area thousands of years ago.

No matter what did happen it still leaves
us with Silver Crown Lake.

Northport’s Barrel Derby

Northport may be the only city in U.S.
with a Barrel Derby, which begins at the
Canadian border going south into the United
States.

This has been going on for ten years or so,
starting with the Americna Legion and
taken over by the Lions Club some six or
seven years ago.

A 55-gallon barrel painted red and white is

released at the Canadian Border. This
release is timed by the Stevens County
sheriff. He also times its arrival down to a
tenth of a second at the Northport Bridge
approximately 9-11 miles down the
Columbia River.

Two men in a boat follow the barrel so it
won’t get stuck in an eddy. After one circle
it is pushed out.

Tickets are sold in Canada and U.S. for $1
per guess on how long it will take.

First prize is $200; second, $100; third,
$50; fourth and fifth $25 each.

This is an annual event each Labor Day. A
parade begins the day, followed by a great
barbecue, and chances sold on a steer. All in
beautiful Northport park.

Unusual Beauty of Northport

To see the most beautiful scenery in the
world, all you have to do is take the motor
trip, beginning at Kettle Falls, North
towards Northport on the east side of the
Columbia River.

Folks that have always lived in the
Northport area, take the beauty for
granted.

People who travel all over the world
including Switzerland, keep saying the
beauty here surpasses it all.

As you get closer and closer to Northport,
the beauty improves. The fall of the year
shows you where the golden tamaracks are,
nestled in among the firs, they are such a
beautiful sight. Certain roads where their
needles fall makes you feel like you're
driving on a golden path.

It’'s dangerous to keep up the speed limit
in northern Stevens county because at any
minute a deer will come trotting into the
road or other wild animals.

One day, Ed and I stopped under a tall
tree. Above us was a big beautiful eagle.
The snow on the tamarack made it indeed
a beautiful picture.

Along the road leading into Northport the
bushes are laden with berries. Choke
cherries, Service berries, elder berries and
hazel nuts. These grow right up to the city
limits of Northport. Very few places in the
states have the abundance we have in
northern Stevens County.

As you follow the river you see Silver
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Crown Mountain in the distance with
Northport nestled just below it. Along the
beautiful Columbia River, it is this river lest
we forget, that caused that great inspiring
song to be written ‘““Columbia the Gem of
the Ocean.”

You can see a flock of Canadian Honkers
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following above the river. You are returning
to the wilds.

It’s like leaving the world and all its cares
behind. Coming home to loving friends, who
care.

Yes, it certainly is a city blessed by God’s
Great Beauty.
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SOMEWHERE on Big Sheep Creek about
1920. Girl identified as Helen Showalter.
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Chapter 15

VWL sWeLYER BASE

Trail Smelter Case

The Trail Smelter Case of 1926 to 1934 is
important 1n the study of United
States-Canadian relations for two reasons.
It was the first case of air pollution to come
before an international tribunal, and it was
the first time that Canadian government
had complete control of the settlement of a
problem by international arbitration, from
original complaint to final settlement,
without clearing its actions through London.
Since the issue had no precedent in
international law, and very few precedents
in national law, the tribunal that examined
the facts and rendered a judgment had little
to go on; indeed it established a precedent
subsequently used in other cases.

In 1889 silver ore was discovered in the
Lily May mine at Rossland, British
Columbia. The nearest smelter to which the
ore could be sent was five hundred miles
away in Montana. There was almost no
transportation in or out of Rossland in 1890,
and the boats of the Kootenay Steamship
Company that travelled on the Columbia
between the Little Dalles, north of the
present Kettle Falls in Washington, and
Revelstoke, B.C., were much too small to
handle the bulky shipments of unsmelted
ore from Rossland. Besides, costs were too
high to make such shipments profitable
even if they could have been made.

Accordingly, D. C. Corbin, a Spokane
promoter, organized the Spokane Falls and
Northern Railway Company which built a
road to the Little Dalles from Spokane in the
summer of 1890. That same year, five
additional mines began production in
Rossland. As a result, Frank George, A. V.
Downs, and Fred Farquhar, all associates
of Corbin, pre-empted a site on the banks of
the Columbia River a few miles north of the
Little Dalles and south of the Canadian
border, ostensibly for agricultural purpos-
es. Two years later D.J. Roberts, chief
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engineer for the Spokane Falls and
Northern, organized the Northport Town-
site Company at this location. Roberts
made no attempt to hide his plans to build a
smelter on a small bench a few hundred
yards from the river. A few families moved
to Northport immediately. The men were
employed in Railroad construction by the
S.F. & N. from the Little Dalles to Nelson,
B.C., which was reached in 1893.

Three years later the S.F. & N. built a
branch line, the Red Mountain Railroad,
through winding Sheep Creek Canyon
between Rossland and Northport, and in the
process built a bridge across the Columbia.
The profits which resulted brought the
Spokane Falis road and its branch line to
the attention of the great empire builder,
James J. Hill, whose Great Northern
system had been built from the purchase of
just such local rail lines. By the end of 1896
the Great Northern owned the S.F. & N. line
north of Little Dalles.

In 1896 a small ore reduction plant at
Northport, called the Breen Copper
Smelter, began treating Rossland ores for
the LeRoi Mining and Smelting Company.
By 1900 Northport had almost 800
inhabitants, nearly all connected in some
way with the smelter or the railroad. In 1901
the LeRoi and Red Mountain operations
reorganized their smelter as the Northport
Smelting and Refining Company. Except
for a brief strike in 1901, the population and
industrial level of Northport remained
constant until 1908. In 1909, however, the
smelter closed, and the population declined
to about half of what it had been a year
before.

The reason the smelter closed was
competition from the Consolidated Mining
and Smelting operations at Trail. This
company developed into possession of one of
the Rossland mines in 1896. Topping was—a
natural promoter, and after he sold his




claim for a handsome profit, he joined with
)\ugustus Heinze of Butte, Montana, and
built a smelter where Trail Creek joined the
Columbia. Heinze also financed a short rail
link with Rossland to bring ore to the new
smelter. Its capacity was small, but it did
encourage LeRoi’s Rossland competitors,
including the Rossland Power Company, to
help Topping expand his smelter and form
the Consolidated. The newly reorganized
corporation sold stock, half of which was
purchased by the Canadian Pacific
Railway. Immediately the C.P.R. built a
spur from 1ts main line to Trail, while
urging that ‘‘Canadian ores should be
treated in Canadian smelters.”

Before 1909 farming in the Northport
district was a minor source of income for
farmers believed that the ‘“heap roasting”’
process used at Northport, which produced
a horrible odour, was poisoning the soil.
(Local citizens referred to the heaps of
burning coals as ‘“stink piles’’.)

Even before the Northport smelter
closed, part of the Colville Indian
Reservation was opened for settlement by
the United States government. The land
rush to the west bank of the Columbia was
brief, but spirited. Homesteaders filed on
timber claims, and soon sawmills began to
cut the pine forests into lumber, which
added a new source of income to upper
Stevens County.

At the same time, a speculative land
company, called the Upper Columbia Land
Company bought about ten thousand acres
of land near the Little Dalles, advertised the
fertility of the soil, and planted about 900
acres of the land in apple trees to
demonstrate that farming was possible. The
promoters did not know horticulture, for
they planted twice as many trees as could
possibly flourish on the land, their irrigation
was inadequate, and they neither pruned
nor sprayed. By 1917 the trees should have
been bearing fruit, but instead most were
dead or dying. Many purchasers of the land
quit in disgust Others found that they could
grow alfalfa hay, potatoes, or some wheat in
the small ravines and canyons that drained
into the Columbia; a few more put sheep to
graze on the sparse grass.

The failure of the fruit growers was
partially compensated for by United States
involvement in war preparations. The
government found 1tself woefully short of
certain strategic metals including lead. In
anticipation’ of war demand, the govern-
ment encouraged the Northport Mining and
Smelting Company to reopen and to process
the lead ores that had been discovered at
Lead Point, a few miles north of Northport
and in the Deep Creek valley, east of the
town. The smelter remained open
throughout the war, and once agam
employed nearly five hundred men. The
process used was much more sophisticated
than that used in the copper process of the
previous decade, and although about thirty
tons of sulphur a day was discharged from
the smelter stack, this was not considered
intolerable.

By 1920, the population of Northport was
almost 1,000 people, and the farming and
logging population nearby added another
400. The community seemed to its
“boosters’’ to have a solid future when the
limestone hills behind the town began to
produce materials for cement manufactur-
ing as well as for ornamental stone. The
Idaho Lime Company opened a quarry at a
spot called Evans, a few miles south of
town, and a Portland cement operation also
sent limestone from the nearby hills to
plants out of town.

On March 3, 1921, the prosperity ended
abruptly. The government drastically
curtailed its lead purchases, and the severe
business depression of that year reduced
mining activity still further. With the end of
the war most of the Rossland mines
decreased or stopped operations. The Red
Mountain railway to Northport was
abandoned and its tracks were removed.
The smelter at Northport again closed. The
workers found employment elsewhere, and
the population decrease reduced local
demand for agricultural products and
lumber High freight rates made shipping of
farm products to distant markets
uneconomical. As a result many farms and
land claims were again abandoned, and
there was a general decrease in rural
populat~n. Before 1929 the population of
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upper Stevens county had been cut in half.
Business prosperity, naturally, collapsed
with the prosperity of its customers. The
so-called Coolidge prosperity did the town
no good at all. By the time the depression
began in 1929, almost 